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coordination and cooperation between and within the
various levels of government and program activities. The
role of the proposed Regional Planning Commission would
be essentially twofold:

PREFACE
It was the late 1950’s and northwestern Wisconsin was
losing significant portions of its economic base. Iron mines
were closing and ore boat shipping was slowing. Logging
was in decline and aspen and other soft wood stumpage
was underutilized and lay rotting in the forest. Commercial
fishing, farming and the tourism industries were also in
decline. Jobs were scarce employment in the region had
declined by nearly 14% between 1950 and 1960. To find jobs
many families were leaving the area for good. The
population had been in a steady decline since 1940 and in
1960 was 20% below the peak reached in 1920.

1.

To coordinate and focus State and Federal
programs in Northwest Wisconsin, and

2.

To establish a means whereby sub-regional
and local government programs may be
coordinated within a comprehensive regional
planning program.

In order to maximize the development potential of the
northwest region the founding members endorsed the
following strategies which were directly aimed at
coordination of multijurisdictional planning and
development programs in the region.

During the late fifties four northwest Counties decided to
work together toward some common solutions. To achieve
that purpose they formed Northwest Regional Planning
Commission on January 2, 1959. It was the first regional
planning commission in the State and one of the first multicounty planning commissions in the nation. Douglas County
became a member in 1961 and was later joined by Burnett,
Rusk, Sawyer, Taylor and Washburn counties in 1966.
The original mission of the Northwest Regional Planning
Commission (NWRPC) was “To examine problems, prepare
plans, & recommend solutions to community groups and
governing bodies to approve and carry out”
The Counties recognized that the fulfillment of many
program goals and objectives for the Northwest Region
could be enhanced by establishing a greater measure of
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1.

Boundaries of existing and proposed multicounty coordination, planning, and
development programs and organizations
which are encouraged in their creation and
operation by a State of Federal agency should
be contiguous with the jurisdiction of NWRPC.

2.

In order to eliminate duplication of effort and
dissipation of local leadership, existing and
proposed multi-county organizations having
similar goals and objective should be merged
into one organization. This organization
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5.

would have one staff to perform functions
that would otherwise require two or more
staffs, organization, etc. Provisions should
also be made for having technical as well as
citizen’s advisory committees to assist the
commission in its activities and satisfy various
federal program requirements.
3.

In those instances where it is not feasible to
coordinate boundaries and merge
organizations, coordinated and integrated
work activities should be implemented. This
could be accomplished by joint utilization of a
common staff and working agreements to
avoid duplication of effort.

4.

The Regional Planning Commission and staff
should undertake physical, social and
economic planning and development
activities for the Northwest Region. It should
coordinate and encourage planning and
development activities affecting the
Northwest Region. It should also act as a
clearinghouse to receive and disseminate
project information to appropriate local
governments in the Northwest Region and
act as a liaison between local and Federal
agencies contemplating development
projects in the region.
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The commission should review all plans and
applications of governmental units within its
jurisdiction, independent commissions,
boards or agencies operating in the
Northwest Region for Federal loans or grants
for public facilities, studies, or other purposes
which have a significant impact to regional
planning and development. Such review
would be made to determine if the project
was consistent with the comprehensive plans
and objectives for the Northwest Region.
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History Of The
Northwest Regional Planning Commission

•

Roland Kannenberg – Iron County, is elected the first
Commission Chairman

•

William A. Atkins – from the Wisconsin Department of
Resource Development serves as the Resident Planner

•

Douglas County joins NWRPC in 1961.

•

The financial support necessary to carry out the
Commission’s planning programs and operating
expenses is derived from annual appropriations of the
participating member County Boards of Supervisors,
supplemented by state and federal funds granted for
specific work projects.

(1959 – 1968)
•

The NWRPC membership is a mixture of elected and
non-elected officials with elected officials from general
purpose governments accounting for at least 51% of
the membership. Elected officials on the Commission
should include County Board Chairman or his/her
designee and the Mayors and Village Presidents of all
incorporated cities and villages over 2,500 in
population according to the latest census.

•

NWRPC procured staff utilizing the Wisconsin
Department of Resource Development resources and
staff to undertake technical studies in preparation of a
Regional Comprehensive Development Plan. An office
was established in the Ashland County Courthouse to
conduct technical studies and provide information for
planning activities.

•

NWRPC participated in a study of the U.S. Department
of the Interior concerning the development of a
National Recreational Area along the Bayfield, Apostle
Islands, and Kakagon Sloughs area.

•

NWRPC enters into a contract to provide staff planning
services to local and county units of government.
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•

Ashland County
Bayfield County
Douglas County
Iron County
Price County
Total
•

Survey of Physical Conditions and Trends Including

1961 County Tax Levy

Climate
Geology and Minerals
Topography
Water
Forest
Population (Trend indicates steady decline in
regional population since 1940 and nearly a
20% decline since peaking in 1920)
Economy (Employment in the region declined
by approximately 14% between 1950 and 1960.
Unemployment in the region is higher than
the state as a whole.)

$ 33.36
26.03
102.30
18.11
32.60
$212.40

NWRPC staff completed a Regional Comprehensive
Development Plan in 1964. NWRPC adoption of the
plan in 1965 makes it the first multi-county plan
adopted in the State. The Plan calls for the promotion
of economic development, logical land utilization,
provision of essential community facilities and services,
preservation of the region’s outstanding scenic
resources, effective use of the regions financial
resources, and provision of a strong continuing
planning program to ensure that attention is given to
the accomplishment of regional goals. Included in the
Plan are a set of planning documents, reports and
findings including:

Survey of Land Development and Recommendations
Urban Lands
Agricultural Lands
Forest and Wetlands
Residential and Resort Accommodations
Recreational Lands
Transportation

A Series of Base Maps Indicating

Inventory of Community Facilities and Recommendations

Civil Division Lines
Transportation Systems
Water Courses
Land Features

Education
Fire Protection
Medical Facilities
Libraries
Sewer and Water Facilities
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Electric and Natural Gas Utilities
Recreational Resources
•

By the mid-1960’s technical planning services for the
Commission are performed by staff from the
Wisconsin Department of Local Affairs and
Development (DLAD n/k/a Commerce) with the
cooperation and assistance of officials and technicians
in several federal, state, and local agencies.

•

Burnett, Rusk, Sawyer, Taylor and Washburn counties
become members of the NWRPC in 1966. The region
now contains ten County members.

•

Leland (Sam) Newman hired to serve as Regional
Planning Director.

•

The ten County region covers 10,986 sq. miles and
contains 240 general purpose units of governments.

•

NWRPC working with local officials prepared
comprehensive development plans for the Counties
added in 1966 and incorporates them into the Regional
Comprehensive Plan.
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•

NWRPC regional office in Spooner is established. The
office serves as a field office for DLAD to administer
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
“701” programs.

•

NWRPC develops regional ties with Farmers Home
Administration (FHA n/k/a USDA Rural Development)
to prepare region wide sewer and water facility plans
for over 100 regional communities and lake areas.
NWRPC receives $52,250 to complete the plans.

•

Contacts are established by NWRPC with the U.S.
Economic Development Administration (EDA), The
Upper Great Lakes Regional Commission (UGLRC), and
the U.S. Forestry Service.

•

The Commission surveys over 50 tax-supported
agencies in order to better ascertain existing resources
and defined program needs in the region. A catalog of
local and regional program resources is developed in
cooperation with U.W. Extension.
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•

NWRPC prepares three separate but interrelated codes
and ordinances for adoption by member Counties: A
comprehensive amendment to existing (1930’s) county
zoning ordinances, a subdivision control ordinance,
and a sanitary code. These codes and ordinances are in
response to new sweeping statewide legislation
regarding floodplain, and shore land zoning (Water
Resources Act-Chapter 614 laws).

•

NWRPC Chairman Kannenberg appears before the U.S.
Senate Interior Committee to present NWRPC reports
and a resolution endorsing the establishment of an
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore.

•

The first decade of operations of NWRPC came to a
close in 1968. During this ten year period the
Commission studied the NW Region, spelling out its
problems and opportunities, and recommending
guidelines for directing future development of the
region. The next phase of the regional planning
program will be the action or implementation phase.
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(1969 – 1978)
•

•

NWRPC continued to provide technical assistance to
member jurisdictions regarding adopted land use
control measures and other Comprehensive Plan
implementation services. Local planning assistance
(i.e. comprehensive plans, capital improvement
plans, zoning ordinances, etc.) were provided to the
following communities during the period 1969 – 1971:
City of Ashland, City of Bayfield, Village of Bruce, City
of Hayward, City of Park Falls, City of Shell Lake,
Village of Siren, Village of Webster and City of
Washburn. In addition, various educational and
informational meetings and public hearings were
attended by Commission staff regarding regional
planning activities. Considerable staff effort was
devoted to preparing the various area wide planning
certification requirements of U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and other
Federal Agencies.

•

Charles Tollander, Burnett County elected NWRPC’s
2nd Chairman in 1969.
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Commission established a Law Enforcement and
Criminal Justice Program early in 1969. During the
first three years of its operation significant progress
is made in the improvement of local law enforcement
agencies. Federal funds coupled with self-analysis
and self-help programs have aided law enforcement
efficiency of the member Counties. Applications
requesting $655,000 were submitted by the
Commission to the Wisconsin Council on Criminal
Justice through 1971. A total of $367,000 of the
applications was approved for funding. In addition,
grants totaling $79,700 were used to purchase
various Police equipment including emergency radio
equipment.
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•

•

2.

NWRPC is designated as a Regional Clearinghouse for
the purposes listed in the Federal Office of
Management and Budget Circular A-95. With this
designation NWRPC has been charged with major
responsibilities to receive and disseminate
information about proposed Federal projects in NW
Wisconsin; to coordinate applicants for federal
assistance; to act as a liaison between Federal
agencies contemplating Federal development
projects; and to evaluate the state, regional or local
significance of Federal or Federally assisted projects.
During NWRPC’s first full year of operation (1971) as a
Regional Clearinghouse 57 notices of intent, having a
projected value of $18 million were reviewed.

•

Technical staff services to the Commission have
continued to be provided by the Department of Local
Affairs and Development. This innovative
arrangement has been mutually beneficial to the
Region and the State in both developing the regional
program and fostering improved state-local
relations. In view of the limited financial resources of
the NW Region, and the Commission’s objectives of
coordination and elimination of duplication of effort
this staffing arrangement has proved to be
advantageous for many reasons, including:
1.

Being able to utilize statewide recruitment
and training facilities in a field where qualified
professionals are in short supply.
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Being able to establish better and closer ties
with State and Federal Agencies.

During June of 1971 NWRPC accepted a U.S.
Department of Commerce offer for an Economic
Development District Planning Grant for the
Northwest Wisconsin Region. The acceptance of the
grant marked the successful completion of a four
year pursuit of funding for the establishment of an
Economic Development Administration (EDA)
Economic Development District in Northwest
Wisconsin. The goal is to achieve district status by
the end of the grant period. The area served by
NWRPC was designated an EDA Development District
on April 20, 1973. Communities within an EDA
Development District are eligible for a 10% bonus on
EDA awards they receive.
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•

An Acting Director of Economic Development
Programs was hired and formal work began on the
preparation of an Overall Economic Development
Plan (OEDP) for the region. A series of OEDP
meetings were held in all 10 member Counties and
the problems and priorities of each County were
identified and ranked.

•

NWRPC membership and Executive Board was
expanded to include a representative of the region’s
Tribal Nations.

•

Commissions and a strategy for managing water
quality was completed in 1974. Completion of the
plan insures the eligibility of communities in the basin
to receive project development grants from the EPA.
The scope of the plan addresses both point and nonpoint sources including red clay erosion and
sedimentation and harbor dredging.

In mid-1971 Wisconsin Governor Patrick Lucey
designated NWRPC as the agency to serve as the
recipient of planning assistance funds under the
Water Basin Planning Assistance Program of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act. With this
designation the Governor charged the Commission
with the task of developing a water quality
management plan for those portions of the St. Louis
River and Lake Superior lying within Wisconsin. After
consultation with State and Federal officials
regarding the water basin planning directives,
NWRPC staff began preparation of a joint application
with its Minnesota counterpart, The Arrowhead
Regional Development Commission. This joint
application for Federal planning funds will enable the
Commissions to prepare a water quality
management plan for the Lake Superior Basin. A
planning grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) was received by the
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•

John Post named NWRPC Executive Director
replacing Leland (Sam) Newman.

•

NWRPC cooperated with the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources, Northwest District, in the
preparation of a report on the Hardwood Timber
Resources in
Northwest Wisconsin
in 1974. The report
focused on the
growing hardwood
resource surplus in
the ten county area
of Northwest
Wisconsin. The
Commission hosted a
Hardwood
Conference in 1975 to
publicize the results
of the Hardwood
Report and to
encourage new
industrial expansion
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grant for intergovernmental and citizen discussion of
issues affecting Wisconsin’s Great Lakes Coastal
Zones. NWRPC was designated by the State to be
responsible for leading these discussions in the four
Wisconsin Counties bordering Lake Superior.
NWRPC through these discussions was responsible
for determining whether existing programs and
authorities were sufficient for the beneficial
management, use protection, and development of
Lake Superior’s Wisconsin Coastal Zone or whether
new efforts were needed.

utilizing this resource. The Hardwood Report
showed a sizable surplus of hardwoods in each of the
ten Counties of the region. The annual available
surplus is estimated at nearly 200,000 cords. The
economic worth of the surplus was estimated at $5.5
million which could be multiplied another 10 to 20
times if it were to be converted into useable
products within the region.
•

•

•

The Commission’s report on the Wood Residue
Resource in Northwest Wisconsin was prepared in
1973 and reprinted in 1974. The feasibility of utilizing
the region’s very sizeable amounts of sawdust, wood
chips, and bark residue for various industrial
purposes, including fuel supply was in high demand
because of the energy shortage of the seventies and
the possible use of wood residue as an alternative
energy source. The Wood Residue Resource Report
was the first of its kind in Wisconsin.

•

•

In May of 1974 a cooperative agreement was signed
between the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation and the NWRPC to undertake a
program of continuing regional transportation
planning for Northwest Wisconsin. This agreement
was the first of its kind in Wisconsin between a nonmetropolitan regional planning commission and the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation.

•

The Federal Coastal Zone Management Act furnished
the State of Wisconsin with a one-year $208,000
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NWRPC staff provided considerable effort to inform
and help local officials during the 70’s on a variety of
grant-in-aid programs including the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974.
NWRPC submitted an Apostle Islands Integrated
Federal Grant application as a cooperative effort
between the Wisconsin Department of
Administration and NWRPC. This was the first
integrated grant application program initiated by a
regional planning commission in the state. The grant
will provide funds to conduct an Economic and
Transportation Impact Study relating to the
designation of the area as a National Lakeshore.
NWRPC completed Outdoor Recreation Plans
outlining existing and future recreational demand for
each of the 10 NWRPC member Counties. The plans
establish a 5 year eligibility for funding for the
Counties and there local jurisdictions from the
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Wisconsin Outdoor Recreation Aids Program (ORAP)
and the Federal Land and Water Conservation
Program (LAWCON). Both programs provide 50%
matching recreation grants. Major recreation
projects identified in the plans include a north south
bikeway from Ashland to La Crosse, a 55 kilometer
Birkebeiner cross country ski trail in Sawyer County,
park redevelopment in Medford and the
development of a recreational area in Sheldon.
Recreation projects funded by the programs in 1975
included City of Bayfield tennis courts, Town of
Grandview baseball diamond and tennis courts,
Village of Prentice tennis courts, Village of Hawkins
tennis courts, City of Hayward baseball diamond,
Town of Sand Lake (Sawyer) park development and
shelter, Village of Winter softball diamond, Rib Lake
tennis courts, Village of Birchwood tennis courts, City
of Shell Lake tennis courts, and City of Spooner
community park development with outdoor hockey
rink, ball park, sliding and playground area.
•

Working with County Historical Societies NWRPC
surveyed, photographed and documented over 1,400
historical buildings and sites over a three year period.
The goal of the survey was the identification and
preservation of those sites which are the best
remaining links with the history of the counties,
state, and nation. The Wisconsin State Historical
Society provided 50% of the funding for the project.
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•

In order to promote greater coordination in the
development of the Superior-Duluth metropolitan
community. NWRPC in cooperation with
Minnesota’s Arrowhead Regional Development
Commission formed the Metropolitan Interstate
Committee (MIC) under a governmental contract
agreement in 1975.

•

A report jointly prepared by NWRPC and WDNR-NW
District reveals that the forests in the 10-county
NWRPC district produce a substantial surplus of
127,000 cords of softwood annually. The report was
based on timber surveys of county, state and federal
forest lands. The report points out that 1/3 of
Wisconsin’s total commercial forest land is located
within the 10 Counties of NW Wisconsin and that
commercial forests cover 72% of the regions total
area.

•

NWRPC completed a study aimed at helping the City
of Hayward develop an identity as a “Northwood’s
Community.” The study recommended
improvements to the business district and the five
highway entrances. The study was funded by the
EDA to help strengthen the city as an area trade
center.

•

NWRPC completed the Chequamegon Bay study in
August of 1977 with financial assistance from UGLRC.
The development potential of the innerChequamegon Bay area, including Ashland and
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•

Washburn waterfronts lies very much in the concept
of small craft marinas.

•

NWRPC staff accompanied state officials on
recruiting trips to Minneapolis and Cleveland.

The communities of Medford, Ladysmith, and Park
Falls completed their second year of a shared
planning program. NWRPC provided a full-time
planner whose time is divided among the three
communities. All three communities have benefited
from the arrangement. The city of Ladysmith
obtained nearly $1,000,000 in federal money to
acquire and develop an industrial park on the city’s
south side. In Medford, the city was successful in
obtaining LAWCON & ORAP Funds to develop a new
city park. In Park Falls, the community planner
worked with the city and local development
corporations to retain St. Croix Corporation which
was threatening to leave Park Falls through a
cooperative effort the business was sold and the
business maintained.

•

NWRPC under a grant from the UGLRC cooperated
with the WDNR in completing a major study of Aspen
Timber in NW Wisconsin. The study found that
nearly 376,000 cords of mature aspen stay unharvested in NW Wisconsin forests every year. Its
annual stumpage value is $1.1 million (1977$). Its
annual mill delivered value $9.4 million (1977$).
Aspen matures early so its prime harvestable period
is a somewhat fleeting one.

Expanding the utilization of surplus timber will
increase economic returns to aspen owners and
processors, increase forest industry employment,
improve growth potential of aspen stands and
preserve the options for positive forest and wildlife
management. With the completion of the aspen
report NWRPC completed its three part analysis of

12
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the region’s timber stands including hardwoods,
softwoods and aspen. NWRPC as a result of these
reports began plans to increase promotion of the
timber resources and to make current forest data
available to wood products industries. NWRPC
continued to work with WDNR, the Wisconsin
Department of Business Development, and local
governments in turning the forest resource into jobs
for NW Wisconsin and a better resource for the
people living in NW Wisconsin.
•

•

NWRPC submitted a proposal to the State Office of
Energy in 1977 to study the potential for developing
round wood, logging residues, and mill wastes as a
fuel source for industries, utilities, schools and
residential owners. It is expected that the study will
be extremely valuable in NWRPC’s long range efforts
to bolster the region’s economy through better use
of its forests.
NWRPC completed a “Housing Elements” report
analyzing population trends and identifying housing
needs for NW Wisconsin. Primary intensions of the
report were to promote local low-income housing
projects and to encourage appropriate housingrelated community development investments by
state and federal agencies. The report was a
commitment by NWRPC to initiate and coordinate
efforts to expand housing opportunities on the
Region.
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•

NWRPC prepared a statement to be presented to the
Federal Energy Administration at its hearings in 1978.
The purpose of the statement was to explain the
need for preferential status for the Murphy Oil
refinery and the further need to keep the company
unencumbered in its efforts to arrange crude oil
trades with Canada. Severe cutbacks in Canadian
crude exports had created a crisis for Murphy Oil.
Murphy Oil had worked out proposed oil trade-offs
with Canada however FEA regulations cancelled
these trade-offs and further gave western states
preferential treatment on receiving the remaining
Canadian crude.

•

NWRPC published a report in 1978 entitled “Timber
Availability in NW Wisconsin”. The report provided
annual available volumes of all species through the
next decade. The report was widely distributed to
timber and wood products firms in an effort to
encourage further economic return on the region’s
commercial forests. The report stated that only 50%
of the region’s available timber is being harvested
leaving a surplus stumpage value of $3.2 million and a
mill delivered value of $20 million. NWRPC’s research
efforts coupled with extensive personal contacts
with Louisiana Pacific officials as the company
compared a future site location in Northern
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan to develop the
company’s first Oriented Strand Board (OSB) plant.
After careful consideration Louisiana Pacific broke
ground in October of 1978 for a $20 million OSB plant
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NWCEP provided the manpower. NWRPC
coordinated scheduling and assisting communities in
selecting types of trees to plant. In its first year of
operation 1978 more than 200 white spruce and
Norway pine were transplanted in Hayward, Winter,
and Grantsburg.

that will use 100,000 cords of surplus aspen per year.
The plant is to be built in Hayward Wisconsin and will
employ more than 100 people. The aspen to be used
will be taken from the annual allowable cut, a mature
forest resource that if un-harvested would escape
utilization. Each year NWRPC’s forestry data bank is
tapped by companies interested in locating in NW
Wisconsin.
•

•

The Barkers Island marina and hotel complex, a
project first identified in the 1965 NWRPC
Comprehensive Planning Program received $3.7
million in federal funding and construction go-ahead.
Speaking to the Superior-Douglas County
Development Association in February of 1978, U.S.
Senator Gaylord Nelson called the Barkers Island
project “a classic example of the importance of
regional planning and cooperation”. He said that
communities that are moving forward “are
capitalizing on the wealth of data and aid available
via the UGLRC and NWRPC”.

•

To support existing interest in downtown
improvement the NWRPC obtained a grant from
UGLRC to offer new direction in downtown
revitalization. Assistance provided by the grant
included holding a conference attended by nearly 100
community representatives. The conference was
followed up with a workshop. The workshop was
followed up with regional/urban design assistance
and visits to Medford and Spooner. The R/U DAT
Team included architects, urban designers, an
ecologist, an economist and a zoning attorney. The

NWRPC began a unique three-year program to help
small communities replace trees lost to Dutch elm
disease and storm damage. The program was unique
in that it allowed communities to share highly
specialized equipment that they could not afford by
themselves. A grant from UGLRC provided funds for
the purchase of a hydraulic tree spade capable of
handling trees up to fourteen feet high.

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation
provided the truck and maintenance service while

14
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R/U DAT team spent a day in each community,
meeting with downtown merchants, city officials,
citizens, and area resource agents. The team spent
24 hours preparing design and text for downtown
improvements reports for both communities.
NWRPC followed up the R/U DAT proposals with
technical assistance to implement the R/U DAT
proposals which community officials felt met their
needs.
•

(1979-1988)
•

NWRPC research published in 1979 noted that two
local sources of wood fuels could supply enough
energy to replace 99 million gallons of #2 fuel oil
annually. “The potential for expanded use of wood
fuels,” reports that regional wood processing
residues and logging residues have an annual
combined energy potential of seventeen trillion
BTU’s. The report indicated that 175,000 tons of
wood waste is available annually from local sources.
Lake Superior District Power Company (n/k/a. Xcel
Energy) has begun to burn 40,000 tons of wood
waste annually to generate enough electricity to
serve a city the size of Ashland. LSDPC is only the 2nd
utility in the U.S. to use wood to generate electricity.
Park Falls will use wood residues such as saw dust to
heat their new high school. Robert Novlin of Forest
Fuels Corporation investigated the potential of
manufacturing wood pellets after reading the 1979
report.

•

Because of keen interest in a new development tool,
Tax Incremental Finance Districts (TIF), the NWRPC
sponsored a one day workshop opened to all Cities
and Villages in the region. Commission staff also
provided assistance to the following communities on
the TIF projects:

Mark Mueller named
NWRPC Executive
Director during March
of 1978.
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Medford:

To help provide the local match for
grants used to acquire and develop a
30 acre addition to the City’s industrial
park.

Phillips:

Industrial Park improvements

Ladysmith:

Staff assisted the City to establish
three districts, one for industrial
improvements and two for public
works improvements involving other
grant awards.

Webster:

Street, sewer and water line
improvements.

•

NWRPC assisted Burnett and Price Counties as they
began the task of preparing a solid waste
management plan. Federal and state regulations
may soon end open burning and the use of
environmentally sensitive areas for sanitary landfills.
The exploration of options included the feasibility of
a central County landfill or a multi-County landfill.

•

The following article appeared in the Star News on
August 16, 1979.
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•

NWRPC’s ten-member transportation advisory
committee has remained active in identifying and
communicating local transportation priorities in a
unified fashion to Madison and Washington. The
committee provided the following:
1. Assistance to the DOT on highway 53
improvement planning meetings.
2. A specialized transportation study aimed at
coordinating various elderly and special
interest vans and buses.
3. The completion of a regional highway
improvements program with County
improvement priorities indexed and
forwarded to DOT.
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•

Perceptive Ladysmith Council action and NWRPC
assistance combined to more than double the impact
of a $210,000 HUD grant. The program revisions
resulted in Weather Shield Manufacturing more than
doubling its projected investment to $1.5 million in
building acquisition and improvements. Weather
Shield will recycle the former Needlecraft building
and soften the blow of that employer’s demise by
creating 100 new jobs for Ladysmith.

•

NWRPC selected for an Outstanding Agency
Achievement award by the American Planning
Association.

•

NWRPC and Village of Webster efforts paid off in
1981 with the announcement that one of the nation’s
largest manufacturers of industrial clutches,
Minnesota based Horton Manufacturing would
locate in the Village’s Industrial Park. NWRPC
assisted the Village in planning the industrial park
project producing an industrial park brochure and in
making recruitment trips to the Minneapolis/St. Paul
area. Horton will initially employ12 people and build
to a full production level of 75 employees.

•

1981 also saw Louisiana Pacific (LP) announce a $17.5
million expansion of its wafer board (OSB) plant in
Hayward The expansion doubled its production
capacity and added another 85 jobs to its current
staff of 126 bringing the annual payroll to $23 million
(in 1981 dollars). LP’s OSB plant reduced the annual

1959-2009: 50 Years of Keeping Your Future as Our Focus

support from the Wisconsin Coastal Management
Program.

surplus of aspen from 376,000 cords identified by
NWRPC in 1978 to 150,000 cords. The expanded
plant will purchase approximately 4,000 cords per
week and provide support for over 500 workers in
the region’s forests. LP’s salaries, wages and local
pulpwood purchases have a combined area ripple
effect of $37 million per year. LP President, Harry
Merlo in announcing the expansion plans cited a
stable market for OSB, an abundance of aspen in the
area and cooperation from state and local officials as
critical factors in the decision to double the size of
the plant. NWRPC’s ten member Counties earned
$1.5 million in timber sales in 1981.
•

•

Construction on a $4 million City of Washburn
waterfront development project in various phases of
planning since 1975 also began in 1981. The project
had a history of persistent community leadership and
versatile craftsmanship. Time became an issue when
two big sponsors of the project caught the eye of
U.S. Budget Director David Stockman, but despite
federal budget cuts both agencies were able to
contribute $250,000 each. Other funding for the
project came from a Wisconsin Waterways Grant of
$730,000, a Community Development Block Grant of
$750,000, Industrial Revenue Bonds of $750,000, and
a waterfront TIF will assure that improvements such
as sewer and water extensions are funded by private
investments in the area. NWRPC provided technical
assistance throughout the project with financial
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Rail lines continued to disappear in NW Wisconsin
during the early 1980’s. 200 miles of rail lines were
lost in 1981 as the Washburn to Rhinelander and the
Spooner to Hudson line abandonments by C&NW
R.R. received approval of the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC). By granting the Washburn to
Rhinelander line abandonment the ICC was
essentially stranding Ashland’s largest employersAmerican Can Company and Louisiana Pacific while at
the same time cutting services to a federally funded
Industrial Park. Fifty percent of Ashland’s
employment was in jeopardy of being lost. NWRPC
staff worked closely with the City in presenting
testimony at the rail line abandonment hearing
and in preparing a strategy to provide rail service
once the abandonment was granted. Agreements
were made where by the City would acquire and
rehabilitate the track necessary to serve Lake
Superior District Power Company and Northern
Propane Gas as well as LP and American Can. Under
the plan the Soo Line R.R. will use the former C&NW
line to provide service to the affected industries.
Ninety percent of the $600,000 project will be
absorbed by state and federal grants acquired by the
City with NWRPC assistance. The remaining 10% will
be financed by the industrial users and local
government.
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•

NWRPC initiated the pursuit of developing a Certified
Development Corporation for northwest Wisconsin.

•

NWRPC sponsored the regions first logging
operators conference. The conference covered a
range of topics including: timber supply and demand,
taxation, workers compensation laws, record
management for logging, timber procurement and
logging safety.

•

Under an agreement with the NWRPC, the Town of
Iron River used an innovative method of heating
their town hall during the winter of 1981-82. The
Town’s gas furnace was replaced by a new wood
pellet heating system as part of the Commission’s
effort to test the economics of using wood pellets to
heat houses and small businesses. Pellets have
already proven themselves for industrial uses, but
application on a small scale is strictly experimental at
this time. The project was funded under a grant from
the Wisconsin Division of Energy.
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•

A grant from the Wisconsin Council of Regional
Planning Organizations enabled NWRPC to move
ahead with emergency number system mapping. 911
emergency service overlays and maps were
completed for Washburn, Taylor, Bayfield, Burnett,
and Dunn Counties. The possible use of microwave
transmission for 911 use was also explored.
Microwave communication may prove to be less
expensive than telephone if cost saving agreements
can be developed. The Commission extended
further assistance to Taylor County in establishing a
road naming and fire numbering system. Many roads
in Taylor County are not marked and there are
sections of the County where there are no fire
numbers posted. These issues must be completed
before the 911 system can go into operation.

•

As part of its role as economic development planning
agency for northwest Wisconsin NWRPC in 1982
began a three-part conference series for local
business leaders. The first conference subject
included a discussion of two state level reports
“Wisconsin Manufacturing: Charting a Course for
Renewed Vitality” and “Wisconsin Industry
Projections for 1990”. The second conference was
entitled Business Success How to Get It”. The third
conference “Creative Financing; Public-Private
Approaches to Economic Development” was held in
1983. The series was co-sponsored by NW
Concentrated Employment Program in cooperation
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with UW-Extension, Indianhead VTAE, Wisconsin Job
Service and NWRPC.
•

NWRPC took decisive steps in 1983 to help small
businesses grow when it helped create a $1 million
regional revolving loan fund for regional businesses
that have a shortage of capital but a strong potential
to expand and repay the loans. The Northwest
Wisconsin Business Development Fund was
capitalized through a unique combination of
government grants (EDA-$500,000) and (Wisconsin
Department of Development-$92,500) and private
donations from foundations, local financial
institutions, local businesses, utilities and community
organizations. The fund was targeted to serve the
best economic opportunity areas of northwest
Wisconsin: the timber and wood products industry,
tourism, and diversified manufacturing and service
industries. The fund was designed to be a “pump
primer” and not a replacement for commercial
lending.
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•

NWRPC sponsored a one-day workshop on
marketing northern Wisconsin’s recreational trails.
Participants came to discover ways of selling tourists
on the 2,500 miles of trails that criss-cross forests’ in
the 10-county region. Trails could play a much bigger
role in boosting the region’s economy, but in many
cases they’re insufficiently promoted. “Marketing is
hampered by counties that are competing for
tourists but fail to recognize the sales importance of
encouraging visitors to use trails spanning two or
three counties”, said a speaker at the conference.
Resort owners were encouraged to stop thinking of
snowmobilers and cross-country skiers as
incompatible. Some resorts have filled occupancy
gaps by catering to both sports. A study by the UW
Recreation Center found that a CC skier spends only
about $2 less per day than a snowmobiler.

•

After 40 years of steady decline, population,
according to 1980 Census data was on the upswing in
the 10 northwest Counties of Wisconsin. Large
population gains were made in towns located in
scenic areas known for recreation and tourism such
as Hayward. However, Medford registered the
biggest increase. That was because of fast growing
enterprises there such as Tombstone Pizza, Co. and
Weather Shield Manufacturing, Inc. Generally, the
employment in the region is more diversified and
growing faster than a decade ago, but there are still
more people seeking jobs than there are jobs to be
had. Per capita income in all Counties remained well
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below state and national averages. The lack of
sufficient industry and the seasonal nature of jobs
are blamed for the problem.
•

At the request of the Washburn County Highway
Department, NWRPC has been assisting in the
development of a pilot project that will create a
defendable technique for prioritizing highway
improvements. NWRPC’s system is intended to
create a multi-year County improvement program
that can be implemented as funds become available.
By developing the planning technique, NWRPC
expects to make it available to other Counties that
are interested.

•

NWRPC celebrated its 25th Anniversary in 1984. From
the beginning, NWRPC members saw there was
more to be gained by solving the region’s problems
together, than by each County trying to tackle them
alone. During the past 25 years NWRPC’s work has
helped achieve better non-exploitive utilization of
the natural resources of the area. The economy has
been broadened and diversified. Basic community
services and facilities have been greatly expanded.

•

Meeting the challenges of providing assistance for
economic development in northern Wisconsin takes
a wide variety of tools. In some instances NWRPC
technical assistance in writing grant applications is
what it takes to communicate local and regional
needs to state and federal agencies and to translate

those needs into bricks and mortar. Sometimes
NWRPC assistance comes to communities in creating
tax incremental financing districts. Frequently, the
Commission is asked to develop site design plans,
assist in the creation of industrial parks and
waterfront developments and downtown
revitalization would be virtually impossible without
low-interest loans. NWRPC newly formed Northwest
Wisconsin Business Development Revolving Loan
Fund (RLF) is the latest tool added to the region’s
economic development tool box. The low-interest
loans were designed to serve as “pump primers”
that could make businesses eligible to borrow larger
amounts through conventional channels. In reality,
getting a project off the ground often takes a
combination of these tools. Superior Kilns is one of
the companies that participated in the newly formed
RLF program. The business used the RLF funds to
add two dry kilns at its Mellen facility doubling its
capacity and adding six new jobs.

21
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•

NWRPC formed a new Regional Cooperative
Advertising Fund to purchase advertisements in state
and other significant national business publications
promoting northwest Wisconsin’s business
environment to business executives who might be
considering expanding their manufacturing facilities.
The PIC was a major contributor to the fund.
Additional financial support came from 20 different
local development organizations.

•

The WDNR designated NWRPC as the States first
regional timber marketing group. Under a
memorandum of understanding the Commission
became a clearinghouse to provide technical data
that has been collected by both state and federal
agencies that could be used to attract new industries
to the area and help existing businesses expand.

•

Thirty-five business leaders from NW Wisconsin
spent several days in Minneapolis/St. Paul on an
industrial recruiting trip. The delegation called on
200 major businesses to promote northwest
Wisconsin. The prospecting trip was organized as a
joint venture by NWRPC and Forward Wisconsin, the
state’s new business development organization.

•

NWRPC prepared a booklet entitled “Romancing the
North”- a historical guide to Wisconsin’s 10
northwest Counties. The booklet was prepared with
financial assistance from the Wisconsin State
Historical Society.

•

NWRPC assisted the City of Montreal (Iron County) in
unraveling some of the complexities connected to a
land transfer from the Montreal Mining Co. to the
City. Until iron ore production ended in 1962,
Montreal had been operated as a company town.
Most houses were owned by the company and
rented to employees for a nominal amount. The
mining company gave the land to the City with the
intent of seeing ownership transferred to the
homeowners.

•

NWRPC ‘s contract for services from PIC provided
the following results in 1985:
1. A preliminary site plan for a Siren Industrial
Park

22
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flood. Funds were used to rebuild roads, culverts,
bridges, and public buildings.

2. Burnett County was assisted in organizing a
county wide development association.
3. A TIF district to assist in site preparation for a
major food processor expansion.
4. A marketing study of disposable wood
products, Popsicle, food stir and paint stir
sticks was conducted for a private firm.
5. An out of state firm looking at starting an
animal food processing plant were shown
vacant buildings in Rusk and Washburn
Counties.
•

•

NWRPC prepared a Regional Boating Demand Study
to determine the precise economic impact of a
marina on its host community, and how best to
allocate a limited amount of available funds to make
improvements. The Study described the physical
characteristics of each marina and each harbor’s
recreational uses. As a bonus, the study was
designed to foster improved cooperation between
marina owners and operators by developing a
common ground for communication. The Study
could also pave the way for joint marketing and
advertising.
NWRPC, in response to a joint request from Ashland,
Bayfield, and Douglas Counties, applied for an
emergency CDBG to assist the Counties and many of
their local units of governments cover the cost of
repairing damage from a Labor Day weekend flash
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•

NWRPC staff assistance was provided for a
successful CDBG for the Northwood’s Medical
Cooperative in Minong.

•

A two year cooperative effort between NWRPC and
the Village of Butternut to attract an industry to a
previously closed manufacturing facility in the Village
resulted in the Village receiving a $209,000
Community Development Block Grant for Economic
Development (CDBG-ED) from the Wisconsin
Department of Development. The Village will use the
funds to loan to Butternut Veneers, Inc. to purchase
the vacant Ashland Timber Company facility. Loan
repayments will be used by the Village to develop a
revolving loan fund to assist other businesses in
expanding or locating in the Village. The project is
expected to create between 30 and 100 new jobs.

•

NWRPC in cooperation with the Indianhead Technical
Institute and local development corporations
sponsored a series of public informational meetings
in Superior, Cable and Ashland in 1986 to alert public
and business interests in northwest Wisconsin to the
potential benefits of new fiber-optic technology and
the potential of developing a fiber-optic corridor
through northern Wisconsin.
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•

As part of a pilot project, NWRPC prepared
alternative dredge spoils disposal plans for the
Towns of Port Wing and Cornucopia (Bayfield
County). These plans clearly show the need for
continued dredging by the Corp of Engineers.
Without the provision of maintenance dredging
these communities may not be able to bear the cost
of dredging should the Corp proceed with its plan to
stop providing the service, thus putting the viability
of their important recreational boating facilities at
risk.

•

An innovative approach to rationally manage the
upkeep of local road networks was designed by
NWRPC. The new system starts with a
comprehensive analysis, by road segment, of a
municipality’s road network. Simple inventory cards
have been designed to easily and accurately record
data for each road segment of the local road
network. Once the information has been gathered
and locally established criteria and standards have
been applied, roadway deficiencies are noted and
given relative weights. This is then used to prioritize
a list of needed roadway improvements.

•

the program, unlike complex program currently used
by larger cities. The roadway management program
generated wide spread interest including support
from the Wisconsin DOT, the UW Transportation
Center, and the Wisconsin Towns Association. In
addition, the National Research council
recommended that the program be presented at the
International Conference on Low Volume Roads at
Cornell University. The National Association of
Development Organizations (NADO) presented
NWRPC with an Innovation Award for its
development of the Roadway Management Plan at
its annual convention.

The process is simple, easy to understand and
answers a demand from member Counties and local
units of government to help them establish a
roadway management plan. Small units of
government can apply the procedure without the
need for adding a professional staff person to run

24

•

Recognizing the unrealized potential of northwest
Wisconsin’s travel and tourism industry, NWRPC took
a more active role in helping to revive tourism.
NWRPC sponsored a task force, with financial
support from the Northwest Private Industry Council,
to study the needs and the potential of tourism in
northwest Wisconsin. As a result a regional
marketing strategy was created to specifically
encourage and promote the development of
northwest Wisconsin’s tourism industry by attracting
more visitors, and by providing more things for
visitors to do while they are in northwest Wisconsin.
The goal of the strategy was to increase investment
and employment in the region.

•

NWRPC staff also took an active role in reviving
tourism by participating in the Wisconsin Tourism
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Federation and the Travel and Tourism Research
Association. Participation in these groups allowed
NWRPC staff to represents northwest Wisconsin’s
interests in formulating the state’s tourism program
by helping to shape the program.
•

•

WDOT. The ad hoc committee prepared evidence of
the economic impact of Highway 53 on northwest
Wisconsin, of the total regional commitment to the
project, and of the state’s system wide need for the
completion of the Highway. This evidence of strong
local commitment with convincing documentation of
need persuaded the Wisconsin Transportation
Project Commission to name the Highway 53 project
as one of the top two projects for consideration in
1988-89.

The Region’s tourism industry had lagged in
reinvestment in capital facilities for many years.
However, substantial additions in the area’s lodging
accommodations were made in 1986. Included in
these additions was the reconstruction of the
Lakewoods Resort in Cable after a disastrous fire, the
construction of the St. Croix Inn in Solon Springs and
the Chequamagon Hotel in Ashland. Progress was
also made on the rehabilitation of the Soo Line
Depot in Ashland and two British Canadian fur
trading posts on the Yellow River in Burnett County.
NWRPC played a significant role in planning and in
providing technical assistance in the financing of all
of these projects.
The completion of U.S. Highway 53 as a four lane
divided highway is considered a vital component for
northwest Wisconsin’s economic development.
NWRPC staff, at the request of local units of
government, set up an ad hoc committee and helped
coordinate a demonstration of the region’s strong
and unified desire for continued progress on
Highway 53. Going into the process the completion
of Highway 53 was ranked 24th out of a possible 35
possible highway projects under consideration by
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•

1987 was a year of strong growth for northwest
Wisconsin. Regional employment grew by 2.5
percent. Manufacturing employment alone grew by
4.5 percent. Since 1982 manufacturing jobs in
northwest Wisconsin grew by 30% or 2,800 jobs.
NWRPC, with financial support by the Northwest
Private Industry Council and the Northwest
Concentrated Employment Program, was at the
heart of this strong growth by providing businesses
and communities with assistance in planning,
financing, and promotion.

•

NWRPC successfully recapitalized the Northwest
Wisconsin Business Development Corporation’s
Revolving Loan Fund Program. During the first two
years of operation NWBDC provided nearly $700,000
in loans to 16 businesses. These funds leveraged $5.8
million in private and other public funds and created
220 new jobs.
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●

●

●

provide local private and public woodlot owners with
a local market for its surplus Red Pine timber.

“Taxes are like the weather; you can complain until you
and not the sky is blue, without much to be done about
them. And so the clouds seem to clear when you see
something positive being done with your hard earned
money. Northwest Regional Planning Commission
(NWRPC) offers some sunshine.”

•

NWRPC staff formulated a site development plan to
bring sewer, water and rail siding into a City of
Hayward industrial site, relocate a power line and
develop a City TIF District plan to recruit a Finnish
business to the community. In addition, NWRPC staff
helped the business Noresin, Inc. k/n/a Arclin, Inc.
develop an employee training program by writing a
successful $55,000 Customized Labor Training Grant
to the Wisconsin Department of Development k/n/a
Commerce. Noresin produces phenolic films to coat
wafer board (OSB) a product of the region’s
abundant Aspen resource and the Louisiana Pacific
plant also located in Hayward. The development of
the plant would lead to the creation of 80 jobs and
the investment of over $3,000,000 in Sawyer County
in plant and equipment.

•

NWRPC also helped the Village of Hawkins study the
feasibility of developing a TIF District to fund public
facility improvements needed to serve the
Community’s largest employer, NORCO Windows,
Inc. (k/n/a) JELD-WEN Windows and Doors, Inc.), and
enable the business make a major plant expansion in
the Village.

•

NWRPC provided financial and technical support to
the development of “Superior Days” as a project to
help gain state level recognition of the needs, assets

Dianne Klump
South County Journal
June 18, 1987

●

●

●

•

Funding for the recapitalization was provided
through a $300,000 EDA grant and matched with a
grant from the Wisconsin Department of
Development (n/k/a Commerce.) and local
contributions.

•

NWRPC worked with the Village of Prentice and the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to
assemble projections on the availability of Red Pine
saw logs in northwest Wisconsin for the John A.
Biewer Lumber Company of St. Claire, MI. The
Company, after analyzing locations in Michigan,
Minnesota and Wisconsin, tentatively chose the
Village of Prentice as it optimal location. NWRPC
staff then worked with the Village to analyze the cost
to upgrade sewer, water, street and rail services to
the proposed site. The company’s proposed mill
would create up to 130 full-time jobs in the plant and
an even larger number of harvesting and trucking
jobs in the surrounding area. The mill would also
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and opportunities that exist in the City of Superior
and Douglas County.
•

Computer Aided Design (CAD) was acquired by
NWRPC in 1987 for use in industrial, commercial and
recreational site designs.

•

In 1987 NWRPC’s Tourism Committee recognized the
need for a unifying promotional theme. The slogan
“Northwest Wisconsin Be a Part of It” was selected
on the basis of market research that had been
conducted in the St. Paul/Minneapolis area. The
slogan was well received and continues to serve as a
region wide invitation to potential visitors and
businesses as well as local residents.

•

Ground breaking for Biewer Wisconsin Sawmill, Inc.
was held in 1988. The facility which cost $20,000,000
to build was the largest sawmill in Wisconsin and
featured the most up to date technology of any
sawmill in the Country at the time it was built.
Essential to the overall development of the plant in
Prentice was NWRPC’s successful submission of a
$750,000 Urban Development Action Grant (UDAG)
which enabled the business and Village to utilize
municipal Industrial Revenue Bonds (IRB) to finance
the bulk of the project.

•
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Under IRB rules IRB’s are prohibited for business
development projects over $10,000,000 but an
exception was provided for in the rules if the project
was utilizing a HUD UDAG. The UDAG was used by
the Village to make a loan to the business which
allowed the community to use the loan repayments
for other economic development activities. In
addition to the UDAG, NWRPC staff wrote three
other successful applications to enable the Village to
undertake street, sewer, water, and railspur
improvements that serve the business. NWRPC staff
also drafted a plan to mitigate the loss of wetlands
on the industrial site and filed the plan and permits
to clear the way for the preparation of the
construction site.
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•

•

were used, with NWRPC assistance, to develop a
revolving loan fund for the County.

Iron County Resource Development Corporation
contracted with NWRPC to assist it in preparing an
application for designation as one of four Wisconsin
Development Zones authorized in rural areas under
the newly enacted legislation setting up the
Wisconsin Development Zone Program. The Zone
includes the Cities of Hurley, and City of Montreal
and the Towns of Kimball, Saxon, Carey, and Mercer.

(1989 – 1998)

NWRPC and Washburn County officials responded
quickly to news of a devastating fire at Bernhard
Woodwork, Ltd. of Wisconsin in Shell Lake. A
successful $500,000 CDBG for Economic
Development application was submitted to the
Wisconsin Department of Development (Commerce)
to help the business rebuild and expand its
operations. As part of the project NWRPC worked
with the Washburn County Industrial Development
Agency in establishing a County wide revolving loan
fund program which was funded by the Bernhard
CDBG-ED loan repayments.

•

NWRPC in an effort to promote regional tourism
produced two recreational guide brochures entitled
“Canoeing Northwest Wisconsin” and “Cross
Country Ski Trails of Northwest Wisconsin”.

•

NWRPC assisted Bayfield County in submitting a
successful $739,000 CDBG-ED on behalf of Telemark
Resort. The grant was used by the County to lend to
the new owners of the resort. The loan repayments
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•

Subsequent to Iron County’s receiving one of eight
designations as a Wisconsin Development Zone by
the Wisconsin Department of Development, NWRPC
staff provided technical assistance to local officials in
producing an economic development marketing
folder to highlight the business development
incentives of the Zone. Iron County, as part of the
designation received $1,026,000 in business tax
credits and technical assistance to attract and retain
businesses. The City of Superior which was also
awarded one of the eight newly formed Wisconsin
Development Zones will be receiving $1.25 million in
tax credits, technical assistance, and other financial
incentives to help businesses.

•

The $20,000,000 60 acre Biewer Wisconsin Sawmill,
Inc. project was completed in 1989. The computerdirected sawmill will produce 40 million board ft. of
lumber annually from red pine ranging in sizes from
1”x 4” – 2” x 12 “ in widths and from 8’ to 24’ in
length. The start-up mill will create over 100 jobs in
the Village of Prentice in addition to numerous
logging, trucking and ancillary area jobs as well as
providing a market for publicly and privately grown
red pine timber.
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•

•

Meadowbrook Multi-Tenant Center. The Center,
after the completion of the rehabilitation project,
housed three manufacturing firms including a
Division of the Allen-Bradley Co. a Milwaukee based
company that assembled industrial control
equipment at the facility.

NWBDC’s regional revolving loan fund continued to
exceed established goals. In its first five years of
operation the fund has assisted 31 businesses. Those
receiving assistance included twenty-four
manufacturers, of which 12 are wood products
related, six tourism-related businesses and one
downtown redevelopment project. Nine of the
projects have been start-ups, twelve have been
expansions of young firms and ten have been
expansions of older-well established firms.
A decision by Service Corporation International to
consolidate its manufacturing operations resulted in
the closing of the Mastercraft Casket Company in
Ladysmith. Mastercraft is the City’s third largest
manufacturing concern with over 84 employees and
a payroll of $15 million. Thanks to the efforts of local
leaders and NWRPC assistance their former 58,000
sq. ft. complex did not stand vacant for long. The
City purchased the facility for $50,000 while NWRPC
staff assisted the City in securing funding for a
preliminary engineering study to determine the best
reuse of the facility, including the extent of
remodeling required. It was determined that the
facility should be divided for use by several smaller
businesses. NWRPC initiated contact with the
Economic Development Administration and assisted
the City Administrator in preparing an EDA
application. The City received $910,000 in federal
funds that were matched with $390,000 of local
funds to complete the project known as the

•

In 1989 Northwest Wisconsin had over 300
manufacturers. Believing that many of these firms
produced components which could be used by other
regional manufactures, NWRPC with assistance from
Northern States Power Company surveyed area
manufacturers to determine the supplies used and
products produced. The results of the survey led to
the publication of a Directory of Northwest
Wisconsin Manufacturers by NWRPC. The Directory
was completed with assistance from Dairyland
System Electric Cooperatives.

•

NWRPC’s Solid Waste Committee was active in 1989
preparing and giving testimony on WI Senate Bill 300
and WI Assembly Bill 750 both of which dealt with
the closure of landfills, recycling and the financing of
new facilities.

•

NWRPC continued to market Northwest Wisconsin’s
Hospitality-Recreation-Tourism amenities. Work
efforts included the following:
•
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Publishing Calendars of Events
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

brochure. Immediately following the program
numerous request were received for more
information about Northwest Wisconsin. Letters
also included statements complementing the
program and the quality of the brochures. NWRPC
staff also assisted other media venues including such
as “Venture North”, “Wisconsin Trails”, “Midwest
Living” and Silent Sports in promoting Northwest
Wisconsin.

Publishing a quarterly “Tourism News”
newsletter
Publishing a “Summer Trails” recreation guide
Publishing a “Cross Country Ski Trails”
brochure
Developed a “Tourism Spoken Here” regional
marketing campaign
Published and distributed a “Northwest
Wisconsin Tourism Resource Directory”
Distributed a variety of press releases to
increase awareness of regional attractions
Aided in the production of feature magazine
and T.V. coverage of NW Wisconsin’s
recreational environment

The national PBS program “Outdoor Wisconsin”
produced by WMVS, Milwaukee featured a segment
highlighting NWRPC’s newly created regional
promotional theme “Northwest Wisconsin Be a Part
of It” Calendars of Events and the “Summer Trails”
30

•

Steve Andrews was appointed NWRPC Executive
Director in 1989. He replaced Mark Mueller who had
served in that capacity for 11 years when Mark
accepted a new career opportunity outside of the
region.

•

Edwin Ahlers, Taylor County Board Chairman
succeeded Charles (Charlie) Tollander as NWRPC
Chairman. Charlie had served as NWRPC Chairman
for 21 years.

•

NWRPC assisted Rusk County in the submission of a
successful $300,000 CDBG-ED grant application. Rusk
County used the funds to lend to Ardisan’s Inc. as
part of a $1.7 million business expansion including the
construction of a 50,000 sq. ft. manufacturing facility
in the Village of Glen Flora. The money repaid by the
business was used to capitalize an Economic
Development Revolving Loan Fund to assist other
businesses in the County. NWRPC also assisted the
Village of Glen Flora in the development of an
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industrial park to accommodate the business.
NWRPC prepared a TIF District Plan for the Village
and wrote successful funding applications to the
WDOT TEA program ($121,500) the U.S. EDA
($521,000) and the USDA FmHA ($690,000) to
complete the industrial park.

•

NWRPC’s 1991 “Be a Part of It” Photo Calendar
promoting Northwest Wisconsin received two major
awards one from the National Association of
Development Organizations (NADO) and one from
the Mid-America Economic Development Council
(MAEDC). The calendar was also highlighted in a
special NADO publication in October of 1991. The
Calendar was the result of an area wide photo
contest to produce a quality image- enhancing
marketing tool.
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•

A major effort of NWRPC in the late 80’s and early
90’s was assisting local units of government in
capitalizing revolving loan funds through the
Wisconsin Development Fund. A 1991 map indicated
that Burnett and Sawyer Counties were the only
regional Counties not to have a local revolving loan
fund located within their borders. While Ashland and
Price Counties did not have a County RLF, the Town
of Jacobs and Village of Butternut in Ashland County
and the Cities of Park Falls and Phillips along with the
Village of Prentice in Price did have RLFs. All of these
local RLFs were established with NWRPC assistance.

•

Preliminary information gathered for a Northwest
Wisconsin Hardwood Market Report produced by
NWRPC in 1991 suggested that at least 1.25 million
acres of hardwoods should be thinned for proper
management. Armed with the information from this
study forest industry decision makers were in much
better position to market and evaluate the region for
potential business investment.

•

NWRPC cooperated with WDNR at the request of the
Governor’s Council on Natural Resources in a review
of softwood’s marketing needs in northwest
Wisconsin. The study concluded that the pine
surplus projected for the region in 1990 and 1991 no
longer existed. The strategy that NWRPC will use in
regards to future softwood marketing will be to
work with existing industries to keep them
economically healthy, assist with future growth
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region. The four hydro-electric project areas
included: Lake Hayward (Sawyer County); Trego
Flowage (Washburn County); and the Thornapple
and Big Falls Flowages (Rusk County).

needs and pursue more efficient transportation
initiatives to reduce transportation costs and
increase profitability.
•

•

•

An inventory of accommodations in Northwest
Wisconsin was completed by NWRPC in 1992. The
inventory compiled the results of surveys which were
sent to all motels, hotels, camp grounds, resorts, bed
and breakfasts and other lodging facilities in the
region. The 401 accommodation establishments that
responded to the survey reported that they employ
over 1,100 full-time and 800 part-time employees
confirming that the tourism industry continues to be
a major employer in Northwest Wisconsin.
NWRPC helped the City of Spooner prepare a
proposal to construct a new postal facility and to
retain the mail sorting facility by upgrading it to an
automated system. The U.S. Postal Service had
previously announced plans to close the Spooner
mail sorting facility and consolidate it with the Eau
Claire facility. The retention of the mail sorting
facility preserved a number of high paying jobs in the
City and retained a high quality mail sorting service in
Northwest Wisconsin.
As part of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s relicensing of hydro-electric projects, a
recreation needs analysis was prepared by NWRPC
for four project flowages owned and operated by
Northern States Power Company (Xcel Energy) in the
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•

NWRPC targeted a stable forest land-base as an
important element for the economic growth of the
region. Close monitoring of a range of issues that
affect commodity utilization of forest lands such as
bio-diversity, wetlands legislation, forest harvesting
controls, and nonpoint–source pollution are needed
to ensure that forest production is not lost and thus
endanger the vitality of the forest product industry.

•

NWRPC provided design assistance in the
development of the Cable Area Information Center.
The Center located in the Town of Cable, serves the
Cable, Drummond, Grandview and Lake Namekagon
areas of Bayfield County. The project serves as an
example of how northwest Wisconsin communities
can effectively cooperate to develop a beautiful
facility to serve the region’s tourism marketing
needs.

•

NWRPC received a USDA Farmers Home
Administration grant to conduct a Regional Solid
Waste/Recycling Conference at Lakewoods Resort.
The Conference was attended by representatives of
all regional Counties and many of the local regional
communities. Attendees had a chance to exchange
information on a variety of topics including
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•

appliance, tire, hazardous waste clean-up, ongoing
recycled materials programs, and recycled materials
marketing co-op activities. A second conference was
held in 1993 and these conferences became an
annual event hosted by NWRPC for many years.
•

The Waste Management Group of Burnett and
Washburn Counties held its first Household
Hazardous Waste Collection event on August 22, 1992
in Washburn County. Approximately 3.500 pounds of
hazardous waste was collected at the event. A
second event was held in Burnett County on October
31, 1992 with over 5,600 pounds of hazardous waste
collected.

•

1992 brought a new activity to Northwest Wisconsin
in the form of land records modernization programs.
All ten regional Counties completed County plans for
land records modernization and had the plans
approved by the Wisconsin Land Information Board.
NWRPC assisted 5 of the ten Counties with plan
preparation and was involved in the coordination of
other efforts.

•

NWRPC provided site planning and development
recommendations for the Gandy Dancer “Rails to
Trails” project which runs from St. Croix Falls (St.
Croix County) to the City of Superior. The project
helped to develop and market the Trail as a major
regional recreation designation facility.
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A new economic development initiative was
developed by NWRPC in 1992. The new strategy was
to establish a network of multi-use “Enterprise
Centers” throughout the region. The goal of the
strategy is to provide affordable, efficient, and
flexible rental space for entrepreneurs and other
early stage businesses to grow their businesses. This
Northwest Wisconsin model of a regional multi-use
“Enterprise Center” network was the first of its kind
in the state. The advantages of developing
spec/incubator type buildings within a regional
network context verses a traditional local community
stand alone facility are as follows:
1.

Unification of a regional economic
development strategy and image to better
enable joint marketing to businesses and
entrepreneurs, identify regional market
niches/targeted industries and provide for a
referral network to sister sites within the
network if a one location cannot meet a
particular need of the business or
entrepreneur.

2.

Improved resources for programming
assistance such as shared personnel amongst
sites/communities, improved leveraging of
the Northwest Technology Transfer
consortium thereby resulting in less
duplication and greater efficiency in service
delivery.
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3.

Improved leveraging of limited resource by
multiple participating agencies.

4.

The ability of new centers to rely on the
financial strength of the existing centers
during their initial start-up and until they
become self-sustaining.

•

The success of this unique economic development
strategy depends on the availability of funding
through programs like the WDOD’s Community
Based Economic Development (CBED) program,
USDA’s Farmers Home Administration (n/k/a Rural
Development) finance programs, and the U. S.
Economic Development Administration programs,
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
programs, the U.S. Small Business Administration
programs, local communities and the support of
Federal, State and Local Officials.

•

While the communities in Northwest Wisconsin have
made significant economic gains the area continues
to exhibit signs of distress. Unemployment rates
continue to hover above state and national averages.
It is for this reason among others that this new
strategy was initiated by NWRPC.

•

Home Administration (Rural Development)
Intermediary Relending Program (IRP) in the
amount of $750,000. Local matching funds of
$250,000 brought the total proposed capitalization
of the IRP RLF to $1,000,000. The USDA portion of
the IRP RLF is in the form of a 30 year low interest
loan repaid out of IRP RLF loan proceeds.

NWRPC in an attempt to expand it capacity to help
business expansion and start-up financing, on behalf
of NWBDC submitted a request to USDA Farmers
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•

Six months of hard work by NWRPC, the City of
Ladysmith, Rusk County and the principals of
CityForest Corporation culminated in the reopening
of the former Pope & Talbot paper mill. The
reopening of the mill is the first of two phases that
will eventually see the mill develop into a recycling
and deinking facility. Fifty full-time jobs have been
created with the first phase of this project. Twentyfive to thirty additional jobs will be created with the
development of the phase two de-inking operation.
The de-inking portion of the business project will
entail the investment by the business of between $35
and $40 million.

•

NWRPC staff, in cooperation with the Wisconsin
Department of Development, Wisconsin Housing and
Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) and
Northern States Power Company secured direct
financing and loan guarantees totaling over $2 million
toward phase one of the CityForest Company project
including $250,000 of local RLF funds from the City of
Ladysmith and Rusk County. CityForest President,
Wayne Gullstad, commended NWRPC for all their
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concentrated effort, personal attention and “hand
holding” the business received from NWRPC staff
members during the completion of phase one of the
project.
•

•

NWRPC developed a plan for public outdoor
recreation facilities in Sawyer County that was
adopted by the County Board. The plan addressed
the condition of existing facilities and made
recommendations for new projects.
Recommendations ranged from upgrading of ball
fields to the development of trailhead facilities on
the American Birkebeiner Trail.

•

Bruce T. Davis replaced Stephen Andrews as NWRPC
Executive Director in 1994.

•

NWRPC celebrated its 35th year of operations and
NWBDC its 10th year of operations in 1994.

•

NWBDC in its first 10 years of operations approved
loans in excess of $3.2 million to 71 regional
businesses. These loans leveraged over $45 million in
private and other public funds and created/retained
1,298 jobs.

•

In a local commitment to the Multi-Use Enterprise
Center Network, funding applications in the amount
of $2.6 million were submitted to the EDA on behalf
of the Cities of Ladysmith, Spooner and Superior as
well as the Village of Grantsburg. The total cost for
these projects is estimated to be approximately $5
million and consists of acquisition, construction, and
rehabilitation of approximately 150,000 sq. ft. of
flexible manufacturing space.

•

Ashland County has had mixed history of business
start-up, expansions, and closures during the last 15
years. Recognizing the mixed record, the Ashland
Area Development Corporation and NWRPC
prepared a targeted industry study to identify
potential growth opportunities that will lead to
diversification and stability of Ashland County’s
economy.

NWRPC moved their offices from 302 Walnut Street
to 1400 South River Street in the City of Spooner.
The move was made to help accommodate the
development of an “Enterprise Center” complex at
the new location.
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•

the Ten County Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Program.

NWRPC assisted in the creation of TIF District #3 for
the Village of Grantsburg. The TIF District will
provide essential infrastructure for a large plant
expansion of Parker Hannifin Corporation’s Quick
Coupling Division. The expansion will create 50-80
good paying jobs.

•

Major flooding in Rusk and Price Counties in the
spring of 1994 impacted wood products industries by
interrupting the flow of wood to their yards. This
caused major concerns about the future harvest
levels on County forest land, a major source of wood
supply in the region. A grant from the EDA helped
support the completion of a harvesting report
detailing historic harvesting levels and projected
harvest levels based on age class distribution of
major forest types. Additional work was completed
in 1995 as a proactive measure to help the wood
products industry in dealing with future supply
disruptions.

•

NWRPC received funding to provide solid waste
technical assistance to all ten regional Counties.
Technical assistance was also provided to the West
Central Regional Planning Commission in the
development of the Western Wisconsin Co-op which
markets over 200 tons of recyclables per month from
local recycling programs throughout northwest and
west central Wisconsin. The solid waste technical
assistance grant also provided staffing to develop
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•

A number of Counties in Northwest Wisconsin have
held one-time household hazardous waste
collections to collect and dispose of paints, solvents,
contaminated fuels, garden pesticides and household
cleaners. Improper disposal of these items leads to
contamination of ground water sources, surface
waters and the ground. One time collections have
been extremely expensive, its costs approximately
$18,000 per ton to dispose of the hazardous
materials. NWRPC secured a $140,000 Great Lakes
Demonstration Grant in 1994 to prepare a permanent
ten county collection program. Under the program
collections would increase to two per year per
County. All ten Counties within the region voted to
participate in the program and raised approximately
$100,000 of local matching funds. Two regional
landfills have also agreed to participate in the project
and are providing additional match to complete the
required funding for the program.

•

The Federal Economic Development Administration
(EDA) with participation from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services Office of Children
Services, the Wisconsin Department of Development,
and local lenders provided the initial funding for
Phase I of the Wisconsin Business Enterprise Center
Network. Phase I of the project consists of funding
and development of Enterprise Centers in the Village
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•

of Grantsburg and the Cities of Spooner, Ladysmith,
and Superior.

•

Grants from the Wisconsin Department of
Development and Forward Wisconsin of $15,000
each leveraged an additional $110,000 from the
International Trade Business & Economic Council
(ITBEC), local utilities, participating communities, and
local businesses to finance a targeted marketing
program for the Wisconsin Business Enterprise
Center Network. The marketing campaign consisted
of mailing an informational brochure highlighting the
facilities along with a letter from Wisconsin Governor
Tommy Thompson inviting targeted industries to
Northwest Wisconsin and encouraging them to
locate in the Wisconsin Business Enterprise Centers.
Four separate targeted efforts were completed over
the course of 1996.

37

Recognizing the need for additional highly
skilled/higher paying jobs in the Northwest Wisconsin
regional economy. NWRPC established an initiative
to foster the creation, growth and expansion of
enterprises through technological innovation.
NWRPC was one of only handful of successful
applicants in the nation to receive funding from
USDA Rural Development and designated as a Rural
Technology Development Center. As a Rural
Development Technology Development Center,
NWRPC provides a series of services including:
1.

The provision of technical information
through Teletech Knowledge Service.
Teletech is an online service enabling
companies to search for business and
technical information including patents on a
worldwide basis, search for vendors of
components or materials and have access to
3,000 technical and business experts.

2.

New product and technology evaluation
service to assist businesses with technical and
market feasibility.

3.

Coordination of technology exchange and
trade between Northwest Wisconsin
businesses and businesses located outside of
the United States.
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4.

Commercialization and Technology Transfer
services.

5.

Access to a Technology Seed Fund to provide
financing for new product and technology
development activities.

•

Hubert Smith, Washburn County Board Chairman,
replaced Ed Ahlers, Taylor County Board Chairman, as
NWRPC Chairman in 1996.

•

Wisconsin Business Innovation Corporation (WBIC)
was established by NWRPC in 1996 to provide
technical assistance that focused on and encouraged
the formation of new technology-based companies
in Northwest Wisconsin. Former NWRPC Executive
Director Mark Mueller was hired to manage the new
organization.

•

Northwest Affordable Housing was established in
1996 to develop a comprehensive regional strategy
to address the need for affordable housing in
Northwest Wisconsin.

•

NWBDC received a $99,500 USDA Rural Development
grant to capitalize a Technology Seed Fund RLF. The
RLF is targeted at helping early stage or start-up
technology based business ventures. NWBDC made
two loans from this fund to assist two businesses
Twin Pines Technical Laboratories, Inc. and HTR

Gearing and Engineering, Inc. both located in the
Village of Grantsburg Enterprise Center.
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•

NWRPC assisted Barron, Washburn and Douglas
Counties in the development of a 96 mile recreation
trail over abandoned Omaha & Soo Line railroad
grades. The trail corridor had been purchased by the
WDNR and WDOT and will be developed, maintained
and operated by the Counties for both motorized
and quite sport activities. The general public was
asked to help name the trail. Over seventy entries
were submitted with the name “Wild Rivers Trail”
being selected.

•

NWRPC was one of six organizations in the State to
receive a Governor’s Award for Excellence in
Hazardous Waste Reduction from Governor Tommy
Thompson. “These organizations have improved
their competitiveness and reduced costs by adapting
innovative strategies to reduce pollution,” he said in
announcing the awards. During 1995 NWRPC
collected more than 54,000 pounds of household
hazardous waste materials from the 10 Counties it
represents.

•

More than 70% of the waste was reused and recycled,
reducing the cost of collection from $24,000 to
$6,700.

•

The Northwest Clean Sweep Program was expanded
to include agricultural waste collections in Ashland,
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Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Iron, Sawyer and
Washburn Counties. The agricultural Clean Sweep
program is designed to collect and dispose of farm
generated chemicals and pesticides.
•

•

NWRPC and Northwest Affordable Housing entered
into contract with the City of Spooner to develop a
Tax Incremental Finance District to assist the City in
developing a new industrial park and a low and
moderate income housing sub-division. Northwest
Affordable Housing completed a CDBG-Housing
application to the Wisconsin Department of
Administration to finance the purchase of land, plus
the installation of water and sewer laterals for the
low-mod housing subdivision.
WBIC established a revolving loan fund to provide
gap financing to help defense manufacturers in the
state develop and commercialize new non-defense
products and technologies. The RLF was capitalized
with a $1.2 million grant from the U.S. Economic
Development Administration and $400,000 from
Commerce. Between 1989 and 1995 defense sales in
the state had declined by over 40% to $400 million,
with the loss of more than 6,000 jobs according to
the Wisconsin Procurement Institute. The new RLF is
targeted at helping the defense industry in Wisconsin
to diversify its product and service mix making them
less dependent on defense contracts.
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•

WBIC received $15,000 CBED grant from Commerce
to develop a venture capital component to the
existing regional business assistance programs i.e.
RLFs and Enterprise Centers. The grant will be
matched with $33,450 of other funds. WBIC is one of
the first organizations in the state to receive money
under the state’s new Venture Fair Grant Program.

•

CityForest Corporation with assistance from the City
of Ladysmith, Rusk County, and NWRPC completed a
financing package to add a new paper machine,
deinking plant and 17,000 sq. ft. of warehouse space
for paper storage. The $40 million plus project was
financed by a bank in California and an energy
company from Texas (Enron Corporation). The City
of Ladysmith assisted by issuing $27 million in tax
exempt Industrial Revenue Bonds. The project will
further solidify the viability of the paper mill and the
retention of over 75 full-time employees. The mill
previous to being purchased by CityForest had been
closed by the Pope and Talbot Paper Company.
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(1999 -2008)
•

In response to the closure of the Fort James paper
mill in Ashland, the Economic Development
Administration (EDA) awarded a Title IX grant to
NWRPC. The funds were used to assist dislocated
workers and develop a long term Economic
Development Diversification strategy for the
Counties of Ashland, Bayfield and Iron affected by
the mill closure. A three County Committee made up
of business leaders, government officials, labor
representatives, and other interested parties worked
on developing the strategy with guidance from
NWRPC staff.

•

The Wisconsin Legislature’s Joint Finance
Committee’s action on the tribal gaming compact
revenue from the renewed state-tribal gaming
compact agreement provided WBIC with funds to
develop a Community Based Venture Fund in
Northwest Wisconsin. “The public expects tribal
gaming dollars to be used to create alternative
industries in areas of Wisconsin where casinos are
located. There are six casinos in Northwest
Wisconsin and these dollars will enable the NWRPC
to attract high technology companies into that part
of the State.” said Joint Finance Committee Member
Senator Bob Jauch.

•

NWRPC celebrated its 40th Anniversary with a Public
Open House at its Spooner facilities in July of 1999.
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•

NWRPC participated in the setup and the ribbon
cutting celebration held in conjunction with the
opening up of the final link of the U.S. Highway 53
four lane expansion project between the City of Eau
Claire and the City of Superior. The event was held in
the Village of Solon Springs with Governor Tommy
Thompson cutting the ribbon.

•

NWRPC received a technical assistance grant from
the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program. The
grant allowed NWRPC to provide technical support
to regional communities in several areas including
wetland protection, public access development and
coastal hazards mitigation.

•

Doug Finn replaced Hugh Smith as NWRPC Chairman
in 2000.
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•

•

Northwest Wisconsin Business Development
Corporation (NWBDC) received a $500,000 USDA
Rural Development Intermediary Relending Program
(IRP) loan to help fund a second IRP revolving loan
fund. The $500,000 of low interest loan from USDA
was matched with $125,000 of local funds provided
by NWBDC.

NWRPC and WDNR held a joint seminar entitled
“Working together in economic development”. The
focus of the seminar was to provide an economic
developers guide to efficient WDNR permitting for
new and expanding regional businesses.
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•

Bayfield County with assistance from NWRPC
received a $20,000 Community Based Economic
Development grant from Commerce to help organize
the Bayfield County Economic Development
Corporation.

•

NWRPC was contracted by the Village of Rib Lake
(Taylor County) to submit a CDBG-PF for Economic
Development application on behalf of the Village.
The successful $49,000 CDBG-PFED award was used
by the Village to install storm sewers and extend
Landall Street north of the Great Northern Cabinetry,
Inc. manufacturing facility. The installation of these
public facilities allowed the business to expand its
operations in the Village. Great Northern Cabinetry,
Inc. employed more than 100 at the time of
construction. NWRPC also provide grant
administration services for the project.

•

WBIC received a $510,350 grant from the U. S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
The grant was used by WBIC to help them promote
technology based job growth in the region.

•

WBIC hires Minnesota consultant to help recruit
start-up technology based businesses to locate in
Northwest Wisconsin.

•

NWBDC along with the Bayfield County revolving
loan fund, Commerce and equity from the new resort
owners, the Telemark Interval Owners Association,
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Technology Zone Designation application on behalf
of Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Iron and
Washburn Counties.

provided in excess of $500,000 to upgrade the
Telemark Resort in the Town of Cable. Commerce
funds were provided from the newly created
Economic Impact Loan Fund (EIL). Funding for the
EIL program was provided by the Indian Gaming
Compact signed between the State of Wisconsin and
the Tribal Nations of Wisconsin. NWRPC staff
assisted the business with the EIL funding
application.
•

NWRPC staff submitted and administered a
successful $750,000 CDBG-PFED application on
behalf of the City of Park Falls. The grant funds along
with $450,000 of local match were used to install
public utilities and street improvements for the
construction of 400,000 sq. ft. manufacturing facility
for Weather Shield Mfg., Inc. /Schield Brothers, Inc. in
the City’s north industrial park. The project allowed
the business to create over 200 full-time jobs.

•

NWRPC wrote a successful $750,000 CDBG-Housing
application on behalf of Sawyer County. NWRPC
staff also provided grant administration including the
development of a County CDBG-Housing RLF.

•

NWRPC assisted the Burnett County Development
Association in petitioning the Wisconsin Department
of Commerce to designate Northwest Wisconsin as a
Technology Development Zone under a newly
developed state Economic Development Program.
NWRPC provided GIS base maps as part of the
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•

NWRPC wrote and administered a successful
$750,000 CDBG-Housing Application on behalf of
Washburn County.

•

NWRPC staff assisted Bayfield County in the
submission of a successful $750,000 CDBG-Housing
application. NWRPC staff also provided grant
administration services including the formation of a
County CDBG- Housing RLF.

•

NWRPC was hired by Burnett County to write CDBG
applications for Housing and Economic Development
reconstruction grants following the June 2001
tornado that ripped through the County including
the Village of Siren.

•

The Village of Siren contracted with NWRPC to write
two CDBG-Emergency Assistance grants one for
housing rehabilitation and one for public facilities
replacement, debris removal and redevelopment
planning following the June 2001 tornado.

•

NWRPC was hired by Washburn County to write a
CDBG Emergency Assistance grant for housing
rehabilitation to assist Washburn County
homeowners that were affected by the “Siren
Tornado”.
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•

•

Washburn Counties. The fund was administered by
NWBDC.

NWRPC applied for and received an Economic
Development Administration (EDA) grant to provide
Tornado Economic Adjustment Assistance to Burnett
and Washburn County businesses & local
governments affected by the “Siren Tornado”.
Burnett County ($750,000), the Village of Siren
($250,000) and Washburn County ($250,000)
received $1,250,000 from the CDBG Emergency
Assistance Program for Housing to assist residents
whose homes were damaged by the “Siren
Tornado”. The Village of Siren also received a
$500,000 Emergency Assistance Grant for Public
Facilities. NWRPC assisted the communities in the
Administration of these grants.

•

Burnett County received a $250,000 CDBG-Economic
Development award to assist Northern States
Industries, Inc. in the rebuilding of their
manufacturing facility in the Village that had been
destroyed in the “Siren Tornado”. The business had
employed 75 persons at the time of the Tornado.
The total cost of the reconstruction was in excess of
$3,120,000. NWRPC also provided CDBG contract
administration services to the County.

•

Congressman David Obey announced that the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development had
approved a grant request of up to $1.1million to
NWRPC to establish a revolving loan fund to assist
tornado damaged businesses in Burnett and
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•

NWRPC received a WDNR grant award to support
Northwest Clean Sweep’s mobile hazardous waste
collections for mercury and to educate local
governments and citizens on the health and
environmental hazards of backyard garbage burning.

•

NWRPC received a $752,000 grant from EDA to
construct a Business Enterprise Center in the Town
of Iron River (Bayfield County). The project will be
matched with $200,000 of local funds provided by
the County and $75,000 from USDA Rural
Development.

•

NWRPC staff assisted the Hayward Area
Development Corporation in the submission of
CDBG-ED application on behalf of Sawyer County.
The County received $75,000 which it lent to Hidden
Bay Graphics, Inc. to expand its business. NWRPC
staff assisted the County with administering the
program and setting up a County economic
development revolving loan fund.

•

WBIC and NWBDC provided CityForest Corporation
(Rusk County) with loans to assist the business
leverage an additional $6,000,000 from the State of
Wisconsin Investment Board and other investors to
buyout its loan from Enron Corporation when Enron
filed bankruptcy. The funds were crucial to the
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business’ continued existence and the retaining of 75
jobs in Rusk County.
•

NWRPC staff assisted the Hayward Area
Development Corporation in preparing and
submitting a CBED Planning Grant application to
study the feasibility of constructing an Enterprise
Center in Sawyer County.

•

Myron Schuster replaced Bruce Davis as NWRPC
Executive Director in 2002.

•

NWRPC was named First Runner-Up in the NADO
Research Foundation’s Annual Pioneer Award
Competition. The National Pioneer Award is funded
by the Kauffman Center for Entrepreneurial
Leadership and recognizes Regional Development
Organizations that are successfully overcoming
obstacles to entrepreneurial growth in rural areas.
NWRPC was selected for the Pioneer Award based
on its network of regional loan funds, enterprise
centers, community based venture fund and
technical assistance programs in promoting rural
entrepreneurship.

•

NWRPC received a $25,000 grant from EDA to
provide technical assistance to businesses affected
by a tornado that swept through the City of
Ladysmith.
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•

NWRPC assisted the City of Ladysmith in submitting
CDBG-Housing applications totaling $1,000,000 to
assist City of Ladysmith home owners rehabilitate
their tornado damaged homes.

•

Congressman David Obey announced that the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development had
approved a Neighborhood Initiative award of up to
$1.1 million to NWRPC to expand NWBDC’s
Emergency RLF fund to assist the tornado damaged
businesses located in the City of Ladysmith.

•

Commerce announced that the Technology Tax Zone
application submitted by NWRPC on behalf of the
Superior Life Tech Zone (Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett,
Douglas, Iron and Washburn Counties) had been
approved. The designation of the Technology Tax
Zone provide the six participating Counties with up
to $5 million of tax credits to assisted high tech
business development within the designated zone.

•

NWRPC assisted Taylor County in the submission of
an Agricultural Tax Credit application on behalf of
Drangles, Inc., a process cheese manufacturer, in the
Village of Gilman. The tax credits were used to offset
the cost of a business expansion in the Village.

•

NWRPC staff and its hired consultants began an
investigation of value added uses for paper mill
sludge produced by the regions paper mills thereby
converting a waste product into a value added
product.
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•

•

•

NWRPC staff assisted Taylor County in the
submission and administration of a successful
$450,000 CDBG-ED application on behalf of Phillips
Plastics Corporation. The CDBG-ED funds were used
to install pollution control equipment to allow for a
plant expansion in the City of Medford. The CDBG-ED
award was matched with $747,000 of private funds
from the business.
NWRPC staff assisted Burnett Dairy Cooperative with
a successful Value Added Production Grant
application to the USDA Rural Development to
expand its production facilities.
NWRPC met with representatives of Commerce to
discuss allowing local governments to use a portion
of their CDBG RLF’s to invest in a community based
venture fund the Wisconsin Rural Enterprise Fund
(WREF) if they so chose.

•

NWRPC co-sponsored and participated in the First
Annual Small Business Development Conference held
at the Telemark Resort.

•

NWRPC staff developed a 20 minute video on the
harmful effects of burn barrel usage.

•

NWRPC began a mercury reduction program through
its regional Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Program.
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•

NWRPC staff met with Great Lakes Inter-Tribal
Council to discuss the Household Hazardous Waste
Program and the possibility of the Tribal Nations
joining the Program. NWRPC and the Great Lakes
Inter-Tribal Council signed an agreement to
cooperate on matters of environmental stewardship
in the region.

•

NWRPC staff prepared and submitted a successful
CDBG-EAP application for the City of Shell Lake
(Washburn County) to assist homeowners with flood
related damage.

•

NWRPC entered into a contract with Kennecott
Minerals, Inc. to prepare a socio-economic study
regarding the Flambeau Mine and its impact on the
City of Ladysmith, Town of Grant and Rusk County.

•

NWRPC staff met with representatives of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
state office to discuss the possibility of allowing local
community RLF’s to invest into the Wisconsin Rural
Enterprise (Venture) Fund if they so chose. The
discussions resulted in determining that the federal
rules would allow such use of funds but the
Wisconsin Department of Commerce would have to
give their approval.

•

NWRPC completed All Hazard Mitigation Plans for
the City of Shell Lake, and for the Counties of
Burnett, Douglas and Washburn.
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•

Manual being approved by the steering committee in
October of 2005.

Governor Doyle announced that NWRPC had been
asked to develop a pilot program to consolidate the
first regional revolving loan fund program under the
Governor’s Regional Non-Profits Initiative. The
Initiative would be a state-local effort to consolidate
22 northwest local CDBG economic revolving loan
funds into a regional economic revolving loan fund.
The goal of the initiative is to help facilitate the use
of more than $5,000,000 of inactive CDBG RLF funds
in the region and more than $50,000,000 of inactive
CDBG RLF funds in the state.

•

NWRPC met with Commerce representatives to
discuss the implementation of Governor Doyle’s
Regional Non-Profits Initiative to create a Regional
RLF. The initiative is designed to encourage local
governments to work and think regionally,
streamline and strengthen the management of local
RLFs, and improve local capacity for economic
development by giving the regional RLF program
more flexibility in the use of funds. The new fund will
be called the Northwest Wisconsin Regional
Economic Development Fund. (NWREDF).

•

NWRPC organized and conducted a regional
information meeting regarding the Regional NonProfits Initiative and formed a regional NWREDF
steering committee to develop a set of policy and
procedure guidelines for the new Regional RLF.
NWRPC coordinated several steering committee
meetings with a completed Policy and Procedure
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•

Following the adoption of the Regional RLF Policy
and Procedure Manual, NWRPC began a process of
meeting with the various local communities with
CDBG RLFs to discuss their participation in the
NWREDF.

•

NWRPC staff met with members of the Hayward
Carnegie Library Board and City of Hayward
representatives to discuss potential funding sources
for the construction of a new public library in the City
of Hayward. NWRPC staff completed and
administered a successful $500,000 CDBG-PF
application for the construction of a new public
library in the city. The CDBG-PF award was matched
with over $1.8 million of local funds.
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•

•

•

for families of low and moderate income to reduce
the exposure of young children to lead.

NWRPC staff completed and submitted a preliminary
draft and final report of a socio-economic study for
Kennecott Minerals Company, owner of the
Flambeau Mining Company. NWRPC staff also
attended an open house held by Kennecott at the
mine in Town of Grant to discuss the study with local
residents and officials. NWRPC staff also discussed
the study with officials from Upper-Michigan who
also attended the meeting.
Wisconsin Senator Herb Kohl’s Office announced the
award of $250,000 to WBIC for continued research
on the value added uses of paper mill sludge.
NWRPC staff discussed financing alternatives with
representatives of Louisiana Pacific Corporation
(Sawyer County) on the conversion of their OSB
plant into a new technology siding plant utilizing
OSB. NWRPC staff also met with and discussed
financing alternatives with representatives of Dynea
Overlays, Inc. k/n/a Arclin Surfaces (Sawyer County)
who were considering an expansion of its coatings
equipment lines due to the proposed conversion of
the Louisiana Plant to siding production.

•

NWRPC staff prepared a Community Wildfire Plan for
the Barnes-Drummond (Bayfield County) area.

•

NWRPC staff met with representatives from the
Bremer Foundation to consider the establishment of
a sub-regional lead-based paint inspection program
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•

NWRPC became a partner of the Wisconsin
Entrepreneurs Network (WEN) in 2006. As a partner,
NWRPC has access to the online client management
tracking system. This allows NWRPC to contact
entrepreneurs looking for assistance that NWRPC
can provide. NWRPC services are also listed on the
network for entrepreneurs to access as a qualified
WEN service provider.

•

NWRPC received an Innovation Award at NADO’s
Annual Convention held in Seattle, Washington. The
Award was present to NWRPC for its development of
the Emergency Revolving Loan Fund program to
assist business affected by the Siren and Ladysmith
tornados.

•

NWRPC staff assisted McNally Industries, Inc. and
Kliess Gears, Inc. (Burnett County) with successful
applications for Wisconsin Technology Tax Credits
from the Superior Life Tech Zone.

•

NWRPC staff designed and implemented a ten
county regional hospital waste management audit
program. The program will assist hospitals develop
waste management techniques and environmental
management systems that maintain environmental
stewardship in handling their wastes on a long term
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basis. The project was funded by a grant from the
EPA.
•

NWRPC staff provided dental offices throughout the
region information regarding new lower mercury
discharge rules and types of filtering equipment
available to eliminate mercury from dental offices
waste streams. NWRPC also provided monetary
incentives to dispose of collected mercury through
the Northwest Clean Sweep Program.

•

NWRPC received a grant from the Otto Bremer
Foundation to provide education on the sources of
child lead poisoning.

•

•

•

NWRPC staff submitted successful CDBG-Housing
applications on behalf of the Cities of Phillips
$500,000 and Ladysmith $650,000.

NWRPC staff attended a meeting in the City of Park
Falls to explore ways of reopening and rejuvenating a
paper mill that announced its closing in March of
2006.

•

NWRPC began operation of the NWREDF loan fund in
April of 2006 with 12 of the 22 local CDBG RLF’s
joining in on the pilot project. NWREDF approved 13
loans in the first 9 months of operation totaling
$965,000. These loans leveraged $5,512,977 and
created or retained 137 jobs within the region.

WBIC was awarded a NADO Innovation award for its
aggressive approach to creating growth in
technology intensive companies in Northwest
Wisconsin.

•

NWRPC and the University of Wisconsin-Extension
(UWEX) in a collaborative effort identified unique
visual resources of Wisconsin’s Lake Superior
Shoreline and offered a series of recommendations
and guidelines for landowners, municipalities, public
agencies and builders. The recommendations and
guidelines address visual aesthetic concerns such as
building/site design standards, visual quality
maintenance, shore land lighting, noise, and
construction guidelines.
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•

•

NWRPC staff submitted a grant application to
investigate the feasibility of starting a pilot project of
collecting unused pharmaceutical drugs during its
summer Household Hazardous Waste Collection
events.

•

NWRPC prepared Safe Routes to School applications
on behalf of the Cities of Spooner, Shell Lake, and
Hayward and the School District of Hurley.

•

WBIC received a $500,000 Intermediary Relending
Program loan from the USDA Rural Development.
The $500,000 loan was matched with $125,000 of
WBIC funds. The new IRP is available to businesses
located in the 10 county NWRPC region of Northwest
Wisconsin.

•

project targeting new technologies in the bio-fuel
industry within the Northwest Region of Wisconsin.

NWRPC staff continued to provide assistance to local
units of government in compliance with ss. 86.302(2)
“the submittal of pavement ratings to the WDOT
that represent the physical condition of roadways
under their jurisdiction”. This program is also known
as the Pavement Assessment Surface Evaluation
Rating system or PASER for short. NWRPC staff
completed PASERs for 28 Towns, 3 Villages and 5
Cities during the summer and fall of 2007.

NWRPC met and coordinated meetings with the
newly formed Wisconsin Office of Energy
Independence related to a Bio-mass assessment
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•

NWRPC held a sustainability training program in
Burnett and Washburn Counties for residents and
businesses based on the “Natural Step” philosophy
of sustainability.

•

NWRPC prepared and is administering a successful
$423,000 CDBG-Housing application for the City of
Park Falls (Price County).

•

NWRPC received a $4.92 Million U.S. Department of
Energy grant which was matched with $4.6 Million
Commerce grant and private funds for a $10.2 Million
energy conservation project for the Flambeau River
Papers mill in Park Falls. The goal of the project is to
make the Flambeau River Papers mill the first paper
mill in the nation to operate independent of fossil
fuels.

•

NWRPC received a $750,000 Small Business
Administration grant through the efforts of Senator
Herb Kohl’s Office to build a new Enterprise Center in
the City of Phillips. The City of Phillips is providing a
site, road access and matching financing for the
project.

•

NWRPC received a grant from the USDA Rural
Development to identify proper disposal methods for
household pharmaceuticals, educate regional
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citizens as to the proper methods and work with
pharmacies, hospitals, clinics and law enforcement
personnel to design and implement a collection
program. The first year of operation resulted in the
collection of over 1,000 pounds of non-controlled
prescription medications and over 150 pounds of
narcotic and controlled medications. The program
was operated by NWRPC staff with assistance from
local and county law enforcement agencies, as well
as, many volunteer hours provided by regional
pharmacists. County health department officials
were also very helpful in providing assistance and
publicity for the collection program.
•

NWRPC was the lead partner on a project to develop
a two segment water trail on Lake Superior. One
segment included a 40 mile stretch from the City of
Superior to Port Wing. The second segment included
a 30 mile stretch from the City of Ashland to the
Montreal River that forms the Upper-Michigan
Wisconsin border. The primary project product is a
map and brochure describing the water trail. The
project builds on a previously completed 93 mile
segment around the Bayfield Peninsula from Port
Wing to the City of Ashland and would connect with
the completed Minnesota segment which extends
from Duluth, MN to the Canadian Border. Other
potential results of the project could include new
signage and the creation of new access or camping
sites.
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•

The total NWRPC County levy for 2008 was $227,530.

•

To date, NWRPC and its affiliated organizations
NWBDC, WBIC, and NWREDF have made 298 loans
totaling $20,936,593. These loans have leveraged
$156,845,028 of equity and private financing and
$38,678,837 of other public financing and created
2,630 new jobs.
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spelled out by its founding members, to assist the
communities of Northwest Wisconsin by providing planning
and technical services, assisting in the development of
public facilities, promoting sustainable economic
development, efficiently managing and conserving natural
resources and protecting the environment. NWRPC in
carrying out its mission seeks to help the Local
Communities, Counties and Tribal Nations of Northwest
Wisconsin develop in a way that economic advancement
aspirations can be realized as fully as regional resources
permit.

Summary
It is obvious that Northwest Wisconsin has seen many
changes over the past 50 years. Population, labor force and
property value declines of the 1940’s and 50’s have been
replaced with population, labor force and property value
growth. Inventories of the region’s strengths and weakness
have been studied and cataloged. Comprehensive
development strategies have been developed.
Relationships with local, state and federal partners have
been fostered and developed. Public infrastructure has
been improved and expanded to make the region more
attractive and user friendly. Transportation systems have
been modernized and expanded to help move people and
goods more efficiently. Industrial parks and Enterprise
Centers have been developed along with the capitalization
of local and regional revolving loan funds and a community
based venture fund to foster job growth and retention. The
tourism industry has been rejuvenated with the
development of destination recreation facilities and
amenities along with outdoor recreation plans and guides.
Land use and comprehensive plans have been developed to
provide for orderly growth. The housing stock has been
improved and expanded. The environment has been
protected and enhanced with sound planning and with the
development of recycling and hazardous waste collection
programs.

During its 50 years of existence, NWRPC has been a leader in
community development, the coordination of government
services and the educating of the public on regional projects
and impacts. Working cooperatively with Local
Communities, Counties and Tribal Nations and other
regional, state and federal organizations NWRPC has
assisted in improving and enhancing the economic condition
of Northwest Wisconsin by providing a positive economic
impact and improved regional prosperity.
While many changes and improvements have been made in
Northwest Wisconsin over the past 50 years, much still
remains to be accomplished. NWRPC stands ready to
provide its members with the same innovative,
comprehensive and cooperative services as it has in the past
as it proceeds forward to meet the challenges of the next 50
years and beyond by “Keeping the Future of Northwest
Wisconsin as its Focus.”

Northwest Regional Planning Commission is proud to have
been a partner in the progress of Northwest Wisconsin for
the past 50 years. NWRPC has taken seriously its mission, as
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APPENDIX
NWBDC, WBIC, and NWREDF Loan Awards
Loan Fund
ASHLAND COUNTY
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
WBIC-EDA
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP 2
WBIC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA

Borrower

County

City

Anna Marie Designs Inc.
Anna Marie Designs Inc.
Ashland Investment Group Inc.
Deltco of Wisconsin Inc.
Evergreen Veneer Products Inc.
Evergreen Veneer Products Inc.
H Window Company LLC
H Window Company LLC
H Window Company, LLC
The Depot
Timeless Timber Inc.
Wilmarth's Deep Water Grille
Wilmarth's Deep Water Grille
Whitetail Inn
Butternut Veneers Inc.
Winterwoods Inc.
Winterwoods Inc.
Karschbaum Lumber
Silver Creek Lumber Inc.
Superior Kilns Inc.
North Country Lumber Co. Inc.
North Country Lumber Co. Inc.
Netz Glove Company Inc.

ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND
ASHLAND

Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Ashland
Butternut
Gladstone
Glidden
Glidden
Hayward
Highbridge
Mellen
Mellen
Mellen
Pence
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Loan Amount
$50,000.00
$54,940.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$187,500.00
$62,500.00
$100,000.00
$150,000.00
$100,000.00
$67,000.00
$98,447.79
$50,000.00
$80,000.00
$35,000.00
$50,000.00
$25,000.00
$12,000.00
$20,000.00
$50,000.00
$40,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$25,000.00
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Loan Fund
BAYFIELD COUNTY
NWBDC-IRP
NWREDF
NWBDC-IRP 2
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP 2
NWBDC-EDA
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA

Borrower

County

City

Apostle Highlands, Inc.
Apostle Highlands, Inc.
Bayfront Inn, Inc.
C & C of Red Cliff Inc.
Dreamcatcher Sailing
Fore N Aft Restaurant
Granny & Gramp's Baked Goods
Greunke's First Street Inn
Old Rittenhouse Inn Inc.
Lakewoods Resorts Inc.
Namakogon Company Inc.
Telemark Intv. Owners Assc.
Northwoods Manufacturing
D3 Inc.
D3 Inc.
D3 Inc.
Digital Data Destruction Services, Inc.
Digital Data Destruction Services, Inc.
Jim's Meat Market of Iron River, LLC
S & S Specialty Systems Inc.
White Winter Winery Inc.
White Winter Winery Inc.
Greenstone Inn, Inc.
Greenstone Inn, Inc.
Washburn Iron Works

BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD
BAYFIELD

Bayfield
Bayfield
Bayfield
Bayfield
Bayfield
Bayfield
Bayfield
Bayfield
Bayfield
Cable
Cable
Cable
Drummond
Iron River
Iron River
Iron River
Iron River
Iron River
Iron River
Iron River
Iron River
Iron River
Washburn
Washburn
Washburn
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Loan Amount
$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00
$30,000.00
$25,000.00
$30,000.00
$30,000.00
$20,000.00
$50,000.00
$106,500.00
$50,000.00
$150,000.00
$50,000.00
$150,000.00
$25,000.00
$12,000.00
$50,000.00
$75,000.00
$100,000.00
$25,000.00
$50,000.00
$10,367.00
$25,000.00
$25,000.00
$50,000.00
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Loan Fund
BURNETT COUNTY
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP 2
WBIC-EDA
WBIC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
WBIC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-TSF
WBIC-EDA
WBIC-IRP
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-TSF
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP

Borrower

County

City

Ham Lake Resort Inc.
Log Cabin Store
BioDrain Medical Inc.
BioDrain Medical Inc.
Burnett Dairy Cooperative
Burnett Dairy Cooperative
Burnett Dairy Cooperative
Burnett Dairy Cooperative
Burnett Dairy Cooperative
E & M Machine, Inc.
E & M Machine, Inc.
HTR Gearing & Engineering
HTR Gearing & Engineering
Kleiss Gears, Inc.
Kleiss Gears, Inc.
Kleiss Gears, Inc.
McNally Industries Inc.
Mid-State Stainless Inc.
Northwestern Wis. Electric Co.
Twin Pines Technical Lab
Twin Pines Technical Lab
Ultra Tool Company
Ultra Tool Company Inc.
Ultra Tool Company Inc.
Ultra Tool Company Inc.
Ultra Tool Group LP
Ultra Tool Group LP

BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT

Danbury
Danbury
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
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Loan Amount
$20,000.00
$20,000.00
$18,000.00
$25,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00
$100,000.00
$101,000.00
$149,000.00
$25,000.00
$22,500.00
$30,000.00
$8,800.00
$100,000.00
$150,000.00
$100,000.00
$75,000.00
$21,626.50
$100,000.00
$10,000.00
$20,000.00
$150,000.00
$36,300.00
$32,500.00
$90,000.00
$100,000.00
$60,000.00
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Loan Fund
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWREDF
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWREDF
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren

Borrower
Venturi Medical Systems, Inc.
Venturi Medical Systems, Inc.
Village of Grantsburg
R & R Landscapes
Blue Collar Sales & Service
Burnett Youth Hockey Assn.
Chattering Squirrel LLC
Docks Unlimited
G & J Adventures Inc.
Hawkeye Enterprises LLC
Injection Molding Solutions, Inc.
Jenneman's Hardware Hank Inc.
Northern Wood Specialties Inc.
Peat Technologies Corp.
Peat Technologies Corp.
Peat Technologies Corporation
Peggy's Fashion Rack
Pour House
Sentiments by Hannah Mae
Siren Chiropractic Inc.
Siren Dental Clinic
Siren Senior Community Center
Square One Foods, Inc.
TECA Enterprises LLC
Timberland Gifts & Goods Inc.
Top-O Wisconsin Properties
Wegner Cabinetry
Wegner Cabinetry

County
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
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City
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Grantsburg
Shell Lake
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren
Siren

Loan Amount
$20,000.00
$25,000.00
$200,000.00
$28,500.00
$47,500.00
$251,000.00
$10,412.00
$28,500.00
$21,579.00
$57,000.00
$50,000.00
$66,500.00
$30,000.00
$25,000.00
$20,000.00
$15,000.00
$57,000.00
$54,613.00
$19,000.00
$15,396.00
$28,500.00
$125,000.00
$70,000.00
$28,500.00
$19,000.00
$50,000.00
$20,000.00
$57,000.00
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Loan Fund
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-IRP 2
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWREDF
DOUGLAS COUNTY
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-EDA
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA

Borrower
Geeks Meat & Market LLC
Albrecht Services
Color Consultants Inc.
Northbound Business Ventures, Incorporated
True North of Wisconsin Inc.
Webster Concrete Inc.
Webster Concrete Inc.
Webster Concrete Inc.
Wild Bill's Sporting Goods & Spirits, Inc.

County
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT
BURNETT

City
Spooner
Webster
Webster
Webster
Webster
Webster
Webster
Webster
Webster

Husky Rustic Siding Company
Robert Volz Trucking
Solon Springs Development Comm
St. Croix Inn Inc.
Applied Interventions Dev. LLC
Applied Interventions Dev. LLC
Applied Interventions Dev. LLC
Aqvila Inc.
Arrt Manufacturing, LLC
Clearly Superior, Inc.
Country Crystal
Energy & Air Systems Inc.
Exodus Machines, Inc.
Fentech Inc.
Husky Rustic Siding Company
IHS Development LLC
J R Jensen Holdings LLC
Jeff Dorfman

DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS

Solon Springs
Solon Springs
Solon Springs
Solon Springs
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
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Loan Amount
$15,000.00
$48,000.00
$25,000.00
$108,000.00
$50,000.00
$29,000.00
$60,000.00
$100,000.00
$60,000.00
$25,000.00
$50,000.00
$100,000.00
$56,000.00
$15,000.00
$15,000.00
$25,000.00
$50,000.00
$25,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$75,000.00
$50,000.00
$17,387.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$25,000.00
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Loan Fund
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
IRON COUNTY
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWREDF
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA

Borrower
Lake Superior Laundry Inc.
Metalrecovry Corporation
Peterson Wood Treating Inc.
Portable Bore Repair & Welding, Inc.
Sportsmen's Marketing Inc.
Superior Dimension & Doors
Superior Glass, Inc.
Superior Quality Products
Superior Wood Systems Inc.

County
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS
DOUGLAS

City
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior
Superior

Art Unlimited
Art Unlimited Sportswear
Hurley Chamber of Commerce, Inc.
Hurley Coffee Company
Liberty Bell Chalet, Inc.
Liberty Bell Chalet, Inc.
Pelkola Enterprises, Inc.
ABS Turning LTD
Action Floor Systems Inc.
Diamond of Mercer Inc. (Snows)
Diamond of Mercer Inc. (Snows)
Diamond of Mercer Inc. (Snows)
Diamond of Mercer Inc. (Snows)
Fawn Lake Lumber Inc.
Mercer Lumber Company, Inc.
Bjork Wood Products
Bjork Wood Products
Bjork Wood Products

IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON
IRON

Hurley
Hurley
Hurley
Hurley
Hurley
Hurley
Hurley
Mercer
Mercer
Mercer
Mercer
Mercer
Mercer
Mercer
Mercer
Upson
Upson
Upson
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Loan Amount
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$40,000.00
$50,000.00
$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$25,000.00
$20,000.00
$40,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$15,000.00
$50,000.00
$60,000.00
$36,396.16
$10,275.00
$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$105,000.00
$30,000.00
$50,000.00
$64,000.00
$150,000.00
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Loan Fund
PRICE COUNTY
WBIC-IRP
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
WBIC-EDA
WBIC-IRP
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP 2
NWREDF
NWREDF
RUSK COUNTY
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWREDF
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith

Borrower

County

City

Northern Pines Resort, LLC
Flambeau River Papers LLC
Jim Saunders Wood Specialties
Weber & Sons Inc.
Butternut Lumber & Hardware
IAP, Inc.
Innomation, Inc.
Innomation, Inc.
Sandwiches, LTD
Stephen D. Willett
Studio 1 Salon & Day Spa
Takco Inc.
Up North Phillips, LLC
Biewer Wisconsin Sawmill Inc.
Biewer Wisconsin Sawmill Inc.
Biewer Wisconsin Sawmill, Inc.
Tex's Toast LLC

PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE
PRICE

Butternut
Park Falls
Park Falls
Park Falls
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Prentice
Prentice
Prentice
Prentice

$58,500.00
$2,000,000.00
$45,000.00
$110,000.00
$42,000.00
$135,000.00
$102,500.00
$147,500.00
$10,000.00
$75,000.00
$30,000.00
$35,365.03
$10,000.00
$100,000.00
$200,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00

Chandler Insurance Services In
North Star Acres
North Star Acres
Applejack Junction
Jane's Best Foods Inc.
Allen F. Kenyon
Beer, Frank
Best Enterprises, LLC
Buchholz Feed Store Inc.

RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK

Bruce
Exeland
Exeland
Glen Flora
Hayward
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith

$36,000.00
$70,000.00
$70,000.00
$25,000.00
$19,500.00
$22,456.00
$59,868.00
$50,000.00
$48,000.00
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Loan Fund
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP 2
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP 2
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWREDF
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWREDF
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-EDA

Borrower
City of Ladysmith
City of Ladysmith/Schield
City of Ladysmith/Schield
City of Ladysmith/Schield
City of Ladysmith/Schield
CityForest Corporation
CityForest Corporation
CityForest Corporation
CityForest Corporation
CityForest Corporation
Congregational United Church
Congregational United Church
Conwed Designscape Inc.
Erik Ostenso O.D.
Faith United Methodist Church
Fashion Cents
Flambeau Adventures, LLC
Flambeau Investment Group Inc.
Flambeau Land Company LLC
Flambeau River Outfitters
Frank Beer
JJJ Company
Ladysmith Baptist Church
Ladysmith Machining LLC
Ladysmith Machining, LLC.
Ladysmith Veterinary Clinic
Lake Avenue Laundromat
Lake Manor

County
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
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City
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith

Loan Amount
$11,570.00
$174,042.00
$59,860.00
$29,798.00
$482,400.00
$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$150,000.00
$150,000.00
$123,500.00
$24,000.00
$4,800.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$24,000.00
$5,000.00
$12,000.00
$55,000.00
$80,000.00
$40,000.00
$23,460.00
$50,000.00
$24,000.00
$50,000.00
$50,000.00
$24,000.00
$126,000.00
$24,878.82
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Loan Fund
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP 2
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWREDF
NWREDF
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-IRP 2
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith
NWREDF
NWBDC-HUD EM-Ladysmith

Borrower
Miner Theater
Norse Building Systems Inc.
Norse Building Systems Inc.
Norse Building Systems Inc.
Norse Building Systems Inc.
Norse Building Systems, Inc.
Northern Escape Realty
Northern Illusions Salon
Northland Hardware Company, Inc.
Northwoods Fiber Arts, LLC
Pioneer Properties
Ralston Family Qualified Trust H
Reynolds, Marty
Safe Lite Die Casting Inc.
Scott & Connie's Super Value
Sew Krazy, LLC
Slagel Hardwood Corporation
Slagel Hardwoods Inc.
Stanton Business Services
Tee-Away Golf Course
Tender Learning Center Inc.
Tender Learning Center, Inc.
The Village Parlor
The Village Parlor
The Village Parlor
Wayne Stoll
Wayne B. Stoll
Woodland & Associates
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County
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK
RUSK

City
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith
Ladysmith

Loan Amount
$13,596.00
$100,000.00
$200,000.00
$72,502.68
$85,000.00
$350,000.00
$150,000.00
$20,000.00
$200,000.00
$25,000.00
$58,764.00
$19,146.00
$50,000.00
$70,000.00
$40,000.00
$17,000.00
$110,000.00
$25,000.00
$12,000.00
$50,000.00
$126,000.00
$20,000.00
$20,000.00
$36,000.00
$3,340.00
$250,000.00
$100,000.00
$36,000.00
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Loan Fund
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
SAWYER COUNTY
NWREDF
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWREDF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWREDF
NWREDF
TAYLOR COUNTY
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA

Borrower
Fox Point Sportswear Inc.
Activedogs.com LLC

County
RUSK
RUSK

City
Merrill
Weyerhaeuser

Rocky Ridge Rental
Beehive Botanicals Inc.
Beehive Botanicals Inc.
Big Mill Inc.
Big Mill Inc.
Bundlewood
Cabaret Cabinetry Inc.
Jim Miller Excavating, Inc.
Just For the Birds Inc.
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Ross' Teal Lake Lodge
Second Street Market, LLC
Wayside Inn
Northwest Sanitary, Inc.
Geary N. Searfoss, CPA, LLC

SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER
SAWYER

Birchwood
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Radisson
Winter

$25,000.00
$114,000.00
$20,000.00
$70,000.00
$23,373.00
$32,500.00
$68,000.00
$100,000.00
$19,913.84
$25,000.00
$100,000.00
$35,000.00
$15,000.00
$50,000.00
$12,000.00

Mikros USA Inc.
Drangle Foods Inc.
Drangle Foods Inc.
Zastrow Care Center Inc.
H & G Hardware Inc.
Hall's Inc.
J. Bauer Trucking, Inc.
The Sweet Spot LLC
WaDal Plastics Inc.

TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR

Chetek
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Medford
Medford
Medford
Medford
Medford

$50,000.00
$125,000.00
$150,000.00
$20,003.84
$34,000.00
$50,000.00
$175,000.00
$24,000.00
$54,000.00
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Loan Amount
$50,000.00
$25,000.00
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Loan Fund
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
WASHBURN COUNTY
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-IRP
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-TSF
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
WBIC-EDA
WBIC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-EDA MICRO
NWBDC-HUD EM-Siren
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA MICRO

Borrower
WaDal Plastics Inc.
WaDal Plastics Inc.
Great Northern Cabinetry Inc.
Great Northern Cabinetry Inc.
Johnson Forest Products

County
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TAYLOR

City
Medford
Medford
Rib Lake
Rib Lake
Rib Lake

Kinder Korner Day Care
The Village Scoop
Blue Hills Litho
Quality Tool Services Inc.
American Budget Inn
Badgerland Civic Center
Christman Meat Co.
DESCA Inc.
DESCA Inc.
DESCA Inc.
Fox Petroleum Company
G & H Sawmill
Hanson Machine
Hanson Machine - DOC Loan
Northwest Sports Inc.
Quality Tool Services Inc.
Rick's Tire Shop Inc.
Scenic View Campground
Spooner Window & Door Inc.
T & T Tool Inc.
WBIC
Weiner-Helgesen Enterprises

WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN
WASHBURN

Minong
Minong
Shell Lake
Shell Lake
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
Spooner
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Loan Amount
$150,000.00
$39,416.00
$50,000.00
$150,000.00
$50,000.00
$15,000.00
$20,000.00
$14,000.00
$36,000.00
$75,000.00
$75,000.00
$75,000.00
$25,000.00
$20,000.00
$25,000.00
$100,000.00
$40,000.00
$187,500.00
$62,500.00
$40,000.00
$9,000.00
$25,000.00
$19,000.00
$50,000.00
$45,000.00
$250,000.00
$20,000.00
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Loan Fund
NWBDC-EDA
NWBDC-EDA

Borrower
Wisconsin Great Northern RR
Namekagon Forest Products

County
WASHBURN
WASHBURN

64

City
Spooner
Trego

Loan Amount
$30,500.00
$30,000.00
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NWRPC PAST AND PRESENT EMPLOYEES
PAST EMPLOYEES
Adams, Stacey R.
Alfsen, Victor I.
Anderson, Nadine M.
Andrews, Stephen C.
Arkens, James M.
Barber, Richard
Bieno, Edward J.
Bishop, Lynne M.
Bowen, Robert G.
Burkart, Monica
Butler, Wesley J.
Cardwell, Dale R.
Christianson, Alan B.
Culhane, John C.
Davies, Daniel R.
Davis, Bruce T.
Dreis, Betty J.
Durand, Paul
Eng, Christopher T.
Engel, Peter X.
Fischer, Doris L.
Fiske, Paul R.
Fitzgerald, Gerald
Frost, Lance J.
Goold, Fred C.
Goold, Linda G.
Graham, William J.
Grover, Brenda
Gruel, Georgia
Hacker, Jan J.
Haines, Colleen

POSITION
Community Planner
Community Planner
Fiscal Manager
Executive Director
Personnel Coordinator
Forestry Specialist
Community Planner
Technician
Drafter
Business Development Specialist
Community Planner
Community Planner/Solid Waste Specialist
Community Planner
Forestry Specialist
Community Planner
Executive Director
Clerical
Criminal Justice Planner
Community Planner
Community Planner
Community Planner
Community Planner
Community Planner
GIS
Landscape Architect
Clerical
Community Planner
Clerical
Finance Specialist
Forestry Specialist
Clerical
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EMPLOYMENT
10/94-3/95
8/89-6/91
6/70-4/97
10/74-8/01
9/98-1/00
2/02-12/02
9/90-1/92
3/88-4/91
7/74-1/03
1/02-6/06
9/92-1/94
11/84-6/99
9/77-?/86
10/84-12/88
2/81-4/81
6/89-12/02
10/70-4/92
11/81-12/82
5/94-9/97F
6/87-10/87
10/87-6/89
1/75-12/76
11/76-5/83
7/99-11/01
6/75-10/01
3/87-1/97
1/90-9/92
10/96-12/96
1/97-4/99
7/93-8/01
1/97-7/98
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Hoogen, Vera
Howell, George
Howlett, Linda
Kaye, Theodore
Kasprzak, Candice M.
Kazi, Towhid G.
Kettleson, Craig V.
Krantz, Gregory
Kulhmey, Edward L.
Lindenberger, Nancy A.
Livingston, Richard D.
Luedeke, Michael
Maas, Jeffry M.
Marquardt, Lynda
Marshall, Kenneth
Martindale, Sandra
Matthies, E. Peter
Mense, Carolyn L.
Miller, Ronald E.
Miller, Michael
Millot, Laura A.
Molstad, Craig L.
Movrich, Ronald W.
Newman, Leland
Olson, John
Pittelkow, Stephen P.
Porter, Robert E.
Post, John E.
Rath, Janet B.
Ray, Marvin
Scherer, Phillip J.
Schiferl, Norman
Schneider, Richard P.
Silberstein, Jane

Community Planner
Community Planner
Community Planner
Criminal Justice Planner
GIS
Community Planner
Business Development Specialist
Housing Specialist
Community Planner
Clerical
Community Planner
Forest Specialist
Community Planner
Clerical
GIS
Clerical
Botanic Oil
Community Planner
Forest Specialist
Personnel Coordinator
Personnel Coordinator
Community Planner
Drafter
Executive Director
Community Planner
Personnel Coordinator
Community Planner
12/88-3/90
Executive Director
Clerical
Community Planner
Transportation Planner
Community Planner/Solid Waste Specialist
Solid Waste Specialist
Community Planner
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9/79-5/86
4/73-6/74
1/91-10/92
12/69-6/70
2/02-4/04
7/93-8/96
3/98-12/02
2/95-12/04
10/74-1/80
10/66-5/92
4/68-6/81
3/78-6/80
11/99-9/01
1/97-5/03
8/04-6/06
7/03-7/04
11/98-1/03
12/90-12/93
12/89-3/93
7/97-12/99
11/94-7/98
7/92-5/96
11/80-12/82
6/66-5/73
11/74-2/75
11/91-8/97
9/71-4/78
4/92-7/92
12/75-4/77
8/75-10/86
7/80-8/84
6/91-3/09
9/91-10/92
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Spexet, Debra L.
Steinbuch, Wilhemina
Tabler, Gerald
Toepper, Lorin K.
Van Hoof, Dennis
Vilhauer, Nancy C.
Villiard, Lori
Weaver, Carrie R.
Weisel, Amy Lynn
Wilhelm, Anthony A.

Clerical
Clerical
Drafter
Tourism/Marketing
Community Planner
Clerical
Clerical
Housing Specialist
Forestry Specialist
Transportation Specialist

8/86-2/87
1/75-1/86
2/72-5/73
7/86-8/87
1/77-9/86
11/93-2/94
4/92-7/93
1/00-6/04
9/80-5/83
6/82-3/94

CURRENT EMPLOYEES
Barton, Jennifer M.
Buchmann, Heidi
Carlson, Bonnie J.
Fitzgerald, Candace J.
Hopke, Kimberly
Ingalls, Susan
Johnson, Sheldon L.
Johnson, Warren J.
Kinnick, Michael G.
Kostner, Chad
Larson, Carol
Laumann, Jason
Lee, Mariann O.
Lindemans, Wayne
Mueller, Mark J.
Roeser, Richard A.
Rohde, Crystal
Schuster, Myron L.
Stroschine, John H.
Welter, William

POSITION
Solid Waste Specialist
Finance Specialist
Housing Specialist
Personnel Coordinator
Clerical
GIS
Deputy Director
Solid Waste Specialist
Community Planner
GIS
Personnel Coordinator
Community Planner
Fiscal Manager
Business Development Specialist
Business Development Specialist
Business Development Specialist
Clerical
Executive Director
Business Development Specialist
Solid Waste Specialist

EMPLOYMENT
6/029/986/947/028/041/095/9412/0110/019/062/0311/01-5/03; 8/037/925/067/72-7/89; 9/96-8/02; 9/027/9912/0412/865/953/94-
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