
 i

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Page 
 
INTRODUCTION 

PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN............................................................................................................................ 1 
THE PLANNING PROCESS .......................................................................................................................... 2 
TOWN HISTORY ........................................................................................................................................ 3 
TODAY ..................................................................................................................................................... 7 

 
 
ELEMENT 1 – ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

1.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................1-1 
1.2 POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS ..................................................................................................1-1 
1.3 HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS...................................................................................................1-4 
1.4 INCOME & POVERTY LEVELS........................................................................................................1-6 
1.5 EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT .........................................................................................................1-8 
1.6 EMPLOYMENT CHARACTERISTICS.................................................................................................1-8 
1.7 OVERALL GOAL STATEMENT ......................................................................................................1-11 

 
 
ELEMENT 2 - HOUSING 

2.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................2-1 
2.2 EXISTING HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS.........................................................................................2-1 
2.3 PROJECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS.....................................................................................2-6 
2.4 HOUSING PROGRAMS ..................................................................................................................2-7 
2.5 HOUSING GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS ...........................................2-8 

 
 
ELEMENT 3 - TRANSPORTATION 

3.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................3-1 
3.2 FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM.........................................................................................3-1 
3.3 TRAFFIC VOLUME AND TRENDS....................................................................................................3-2 
3.4 HIGHWAY ACCESS CONTROL AND BILLBOARDS.............................................................................3-2 
3.5 ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS ..........................................................................................................3-3 
3.6 MODES OF TRANSPORTATION ......................................................................................................3-4 
3.7 OTHER TRANSPORTATION PLANS AND PROGRAMS........................................................................3-7 
3.8 TRANSPORTATION GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS ..............................3-8 

 
 
ELEMENT 4 – UTILTIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

4.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................4-1 
4.2 EXISTING UTILITIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES ..........................................................................4-1 
4.3 UTILITIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS,  

POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS....................................................................................................4-8 
 
 



 ii

ELEMENT 5 – NATURAL, AGRICULTURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
5.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................5-1 
5.2 NATURAL RESOURCES ................................................................................................................5-1 
5.3 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES......................................................................................................5-16 
5.4 CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES.......................................................................................5-16 
5.5 NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION PROGRAMS ..................................................5-21 
5.6 GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS ........................................................5-24 

 

ELEMENT 6 – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
6.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................6-1 
6.2 LABOR FORCE.............................................................................................................................6-1 
6.3 ECONOMIC BASE.........................................................................................................................6-2 
6.4 ATTRACTING AND RETAINING BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY ................................................................6-5 
6.5 TECHNICAL AND PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE ...............................................................................6-9 
6.6 QUALITY OF LIFE .........................................................................................................................6-9 
6.7 STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES .................................................................................................6-10 
6.8 BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY SITES.................................................................................................6-10 
6.9 TOURISM IMPACT TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY ................................................................................6-11 
6.10 REDEVELOPMENT AND CONTAMINATED SITES.............................................................................6-12 
6.11 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS AND ORGANIZATIONS ......................................................6-13 
6.12 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS................6-16 

 

ELELENT 7 – INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 
7.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................7-1 
7.2 GOVERNMENTAL UNITS AND RELATIONSHIPS TO THE TOWN OF WASCOTT......................................7-1 
7.3 AGREEMENTS WITH ADJACENT JURISDICTIONS .............................................................................7-3 
7.4 EXISTING/POTENTIAL CONFLICTS.................................................................................................7-4 
7.5 INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND COOPERATION ...........................................................7-4 
7.6 INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS,  

POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS....................................................................................................7-6 
 

ELELENT 8 – LAND USE 
8.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................8-1 
8.2 66.1001 REQUIREMENTS ............................................................................................................8-1 
8.3 BACKGROUND.............................................................................................................................8-1 
8.4 EXISTING LAND USE ....................................................................................................................8-2 
8.5 PRIMARY FACTORS INFLUENCING THE DEVELOPMENT PATTERN IN THE TOWN OF WASCOTT...........8-5 
8.6 WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ASSESSMENT STATISTICS ................................................8-6 
8.7 WISCONSIN REAL ESTATE CLASS DEFINITIONS.............................................................................8-7 
8.8 ASSESSMENT TRENDS IN THE TOWN OF WASCOTT........................................................................8-7 
8.9 LAND USE PERMIT DATA ...........................................................................................................8-10 
8.10 LAND USE REGULATION.............................................................................................................8-11 
8.11 GROWTH FORECASTS ...............................................................................................................8-15 
8.12 2025 FUTURE LAND USE SUMMARY...........................................................................................8-17 
8.13 LAND USE GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS ........................................8-17 



 iii

ELEMENT 9 - IMPLEMENTATION 
9.1 INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................9-1 
9.2 66.1001 REQUIREMENTS ............................................................................................................9-1 
9.3 HOW TO USE THE PLAN ...............................................................................................................9-1 
9.4 CONSISTENCY REVIEW DURING PLAN DEVELOPMENT ...................................................................9-2 
9.5 MEASURING PLAN PROGRESS .....................................................................................................9-2 
9.6 OTHER IMPLEMENTATION POLICIES AND PROGRAMS ...................................................................9-14 
9.7 PLAN UPDATES AND REVISIONS .................................................................................................9-20 
9.8 CONCLUSION ............................................................................................................................9-20 

 
 
 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendix A............................................................................................................... Public Participation Plan 
Appendix B..............................................................................................................................Survey Results 
 
 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 1.1: Population Trends............................................................................................................... 1 
Table 1.2: Population Projections 2005 – 2025 ................................................................................... 2 
Table 1.3: Households, 2000 ............................................................................................................... 5 
Table 1.4: Households 1980-2000 Household Projections 2005-2025 ............................................... 5 
Table 1.5: Household Income .............................................................................................................. 6 
Table 1.6: Income Levels and Poverty Rates ...................................................................................... 7 
Table 1.7: Income Levels for Town of Wascott and Surrounding Communities.................................. 7 
Table 1.8: Douglas County Labor Force Data ..................................................................................... 9 
Table 1.9: Top Five Employers in Town of Wascott in Order of Number of Employees ................... 10 
Table 2.1: Housing Stock 1980-2000................................................................................................... 1 
Table 2.2: Total Housing Units, Occupancy, and Tenure Town of Wascott, Douglas County,  

and State of Wisconsin, 2000....................................................................................... 2 
Table 2.3: Comparison of Housing Characteristics.............................................................................. 3 
Table 2.4: Monthly Owner Costs as a Percent of Household Income – 1999 ..................................... 4 
Table 2.5: Age of Housing Stock.......................................................................................................... 4 
Table 2.6: Units in Structure 1990-2000 .............................................................................................. 5 
Table 2.7: Number of Rooms in Housing Units.................................................................................... 5 
Table 2.8: Type of Housing Development Needed in Town ................................................................ 5 
Table 2.9: Projected Housing Characteristics 2005-2025 ................................................................... 6 
Table 3.1: Functional Classification ..................................................................................................... 1 
Table 3.2 Annual Average Daily Traffic at Recorded Sites Town of Wascott 1981-2002 .................. 2 
Table 3.3: Road Improvements, 2005-2007 ........................................................................................ 3 
Table 3.4: Douglas County Airports/Airfields ....................................................................................... 4 
Table 4.1: Town of Wascott Landfill Sites............................................................................................ 2 
Table 5.1: Town of Wascott Land Cover Types................................................................................... 3 
Table 5.2: Town of Wascott Lake Characteristics................................................................................ 6 



 iv

Table 5.3: Douglas County Dimensional Requirements for Land within Shorelands .......................... 8 
Table 5.4: Town of Wascott Trout Waters ........................................................................................... 9 
Table 5.5: Wetlands ........................................................................................................................... 11 
Table 5.6: Town of Wascott - Resources of Concern ........................................................................ 11 
Table 5.7: Town of Wascott - AHI Inventory ...................................................................................... 16 
Table 5.8: Town of Wascott Locally Identified Historic Sites ............................................................. 17 
Table 5.9: Archaeological Sites and Cemeteries in the Town of Wascott ......................................... 20 
Table 6.1: General Characteristics of the Population, 2000 ................................................................ 2 
Table 6.2: Town of Wascott Resident Employment by Industry using NAICS .................................... 3 
Table 6.3: Employers in Town of Wascott in Order of Number of Employees .................................... 4 
Table 6.4: Town of Wascott Commuting Patterns, 2000 ..................................................................... 5 
Table 6.5: Types of Industries Believed to be Most Important for Wascott to Attract.......................... 6 
Table 6.6: Town of Wascott LUST Sites ............................................................................................ 12 
Table 6.7: Town of Wascott Spills Sites............................................................................................. 13 
Table 8.1: Town of Wascott Existing Land Use ................................................................................... 2 
Table 8.2: Town of Wascott Zoning Districts ..................................................................................... 12 
Table 8.3: Population and Housing Projections ................................................................................. 15 
Table 8.4: Potential Acreage Required for New Residential (Occupied)  

Housing Units, 2005-2025.......................................................................................... 16 
Table 8.5: Future Residential Acreage .............................................................................................. 16 
Table 8.6: Future Commercial Acreage ............................................................................................. 16 
Table 8.7: Future Forest Acreage ...................................................................................................... 17 
 
 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 
 
Figure 1.1: Town of Wascott Population: 1950-2000, Population Projections 2005-2025.................... 2 
Figure 1.2: Town of Wascott Age Distribution 1990-2000 .................................................................... 3 
Figure 1.3: Male & Female Age Distribution, 2000 ............................................................................... 4 
Figure 1.4: Median Household Income, Town of Wascott, 1999 .......................................................... 6 
Figure 1.5: Education Attainment, 2000................................................................................................ 8 
Figure 1.6: Employment by Industry 2000 ............................................................................................ 9 
Figure 1.7: Douglas County Employment 1975-2003 ......................................................................... 10 
Figure 1.8: Douglas County Projected Employment 2004-2030......................................................... 11 
Figure 2.1: Value of Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units, 2000 ................................................. 3 
Figure 2.2: Age of Housing Stock.......................................................................................................... 4 
Figure 3.1: Town of Wascott Bicycling Conditions ................................................................................ 5 
Figure 8.1: Town of Wascott 2003 Assessment.................................................................................... 8 
Figure 8.2: Residential Assessments 1985-2003.................................................................................. 8 
Figure 8.3: Forest Assessments 1985-2003 ......................................................................................... 9 
Figure 8.4: Commercial Assessments 1985-2003 ................................................................................ 9 
Figure 8.5: Douglas County & Town of Wascott Land Use Permits 1994-2004 ................................. 10 
Figure 8.6: Town of Wascott Land Use Permits.................................................................................. 11 
 
 



 v

LIST OF MAPS 
 
Map 3.1 .................................................................................................................... Functional Classification 
Map 4.1A............................................................................................................ Community Facilities (West) 
Map 4.1B............................................................................................................. Community Facilities (East) 
Map 4.2 ............................................................................................................................................... Utilities 
Map 5.1 ..........................................................................................................................Elevation and Scope 
Map 5.2 ................................................................................................................................................... Soils 
Map 5.3 ........................................................................................................................................ Land Cover 
Map 5.4 ..........................................................................................................................................Watershed 
Map 5.5 ........................................................................................................... Surface Water and Floodplain 
Map 5.6 ............................................................................................................................................ Wetlands 
Map 8.1 ................................................................................................................General Existing Land Use 
Map 8.2 .........................................................................................................................Development Density 
Map8.3 ................................................................................................................................................. Zoning 
Map 9.1A.................................................................................................................. Future Land Use (West) 
Map 9.1B................................................................................................................... Future Land Use (East) 
 


